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Financial Report 

  The Lenten Bible study this year has been on          
examining various explanations of how Christ has 
made us one with God. We’ve been examining what 
are called theories of atonement. Atonement literally 

means at-one-ment. That is how the word came to be. 

One of the ideas that has stood out to me is the idea that God was becoming one 

with us by meeting us in our sinfulness. He was able to draw near to us in the   
person of his Son. When Christ became sin for us on the cross, he was fully united 
to us in our sinfulness. What belonged to us became fully his. 

This is such a powerful truth. It shows us how much God desired to be close to us. 
He who knew no sin became sin for us (2 Cor. 5:21)! It boggles the mind! Of 
course, he did that so that in that moment sin might be condemned in him once and 
for all (Romans 8:3). 

Since he was fully at one with us in our sinfulness on the cross our sin has been 
judged! We no longer need fear judgment. We’ve been set free of our sentence. 
We can now live for God! 

This newness of life is like the new life of Christ’s resurrection (Romans 6:4). He 
left behind his old existence of this world for life in a glorified body. We leave 
behind the old existence of being apart from God for one of being united to God 

and filled with his presence. 

This is a truly glorious gift! At Easter, we celebrate Christ’s resurrection and the 

defeat of death. We also celebrate a new life in the here and now. Both are          
miracles from God! 

At this Eastertime, I pray that you recognize afresh God’s oneness with you in 
Christ. Recognizing that, I pray that you live as one free to live for God, in the 
power of his being in your life. Christ in you the hope of 
glory (Colossians 1:27). 

Easter blessings to you all! 

   Page 2 

 
 
 
 

 

Mark your calendars for a celebration of Pastor David's 25th anniversary 
(June 1, 1998 - 2023) as our spiritual leader at Salem to be held on Sunday, 
June 25th following the 10am service.  We would love to put together a slide 

show of your memories surrounding Pastor David and Salem over the past 25 
years.  Please submit your scanned photos to salemdarmstadt@gmail.com or 
send in photos in an envelope with your name on it to the church office.  Holly 
will scan the photos and you can pick them up the following week.  All photos 

will need to be received by June 10th.  If you have any questions, please   
contact Dee Ann Johnson at 812-204-7937 or rgj601@aol.com.  

mailto:salemdarmstadt@gmail.com
mailto:rgj601@aol.com


THE CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Monday, April 10th at 6:30pm. 
 
THE WOMEN’S WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY GROUP is meeting on Thursday 
nights in the adult Sunday School room from 6:00–7:00pm.  Our first book is The 
Case for Faith by Lee Strobel.  We look forward to seeing you! 
 
ATTENTION MEN OF THE CHURCH!  We are moving the Men’s Bible 
Study to “Sunrise Café Family Restaurant” located at 8401 N. Kentucky Ave, 
Evansville, IN.  We will continue to meet at 7:30am on the third Saturday of each 
month.  Our next scheduled meeting is on Saturday, April 15th.  We will continue 
to study “The Truth Project”.  We welcome all men to join us!  Any questions, 
please contact Tim Pohl, tapohl@frontier.com 

   Page 3 

THE WOMEN’S GUILD will be meeting on   
Tuesday, April 4th at 9:30am. 
 
COME JOIN US FOR OUR FINAL SPECIAL 
LENTEN BIBLE STUDY on Tuesday, April 4th 
beginning at 6:30pm in the Adult Classroom on 
“The Meaning of the Cross: Examining the What 
the Bible Teaches”.  at SALEM CHURCH 

this month 

April 6           Maundy Thursday Service, Meal, and Communion 6:00pm  
           All Adults who plan to attend the meal are asked to bring a   
           covered dish.  The Evangelism Committee will provide the 
           meat and drinks.   
                        

April 7           Women’s Guild Good Friday Breakfast 9:00am 
           Good Friday Tenebrae Service 7:00pm  
 

April 9           Easter Sunday Sunrise Service with Communion 6:30am  
           Easter Breakfast 7:30am 
                       Sunday School 9:00am 
           Easter Festival Service with Communion 10:00am  
           Contemporary Easter Service with Communion 11:30am  

SALEM CHURCH OF DARMSTADT 

We want you to come to church on Easter Sunday HUNGRY!  The 
Senior Youth will have their Annual Easter Breakfast April 9th at 
7:30am after the Sunrise Service.  The menu will include sausage, 
scrambled eggs, pancakes, fruit, donut holes, muffins, coffee, 
juice, and milk.  There will be a freewill offering received that    
supports the Sr Youth activities throughout the year.  Please give 
generously! If you are unable to attend the breakfast but would like 
to support the Sr Youth, there are special envelopes in the Narthex 
or you can donate online under Special Offerings. 
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USHERS  (8am and 10am) 
  

2—Team 15:  John Gross (Capt.), Donna Gross, Jeff Day, Kathy Day, Lee 
 Slater, and Keith Krietenstein  
 8am: Team 8—Scott and Brenda Jeffries 
 

6—Maundy Thursday — Team 10:  Randy Freeman (Capt.), Harold Mann, 
 Lloyd Sander, Mike Thomas, Charlie English, Jerry Baack, Linda 
 Baack, Joyce Freeman, and Dennis Schuck  
 

7—Good Friday — Team 11:  Dan Alcorn (Capt.), Collin Wilzbacher, 
 Charles Farney, Sue Peterson, Alan Wilzbacher, and Stewart Hall 
 

9—6:30am Sunrise Service — Team 14: Bruce Balsdon (Capt.), Debbie 
 Balsdon, Bart Willner, Jim Daum, and Chris Baumgart 
 

      10:00 am Service — Team 15:  John Gross (Capt.), Donna Gross, Jeff     
             Day, Kathy Day, Lee Slater, and Keith Krietenstein  
 

16—Team 17:  Terry Huber (Capt.), Barb Huber, Jim Schmidt, Robin 
 Schmidt, Ric Grant, Terri Grant, Steve Burgdorf, Kevin Mann, Julie 
 Mann, Marlin Kissel, and Dee Ann Johnson 
 8am: Team 4—Rico and Connie Salvat 
 

23—Team 9:  Jean Baresic (Capt.), Kimbra Parker, Kristi Wilzbacher, Susan 
 English, Fred Malotte, and Becky Malotte  
 8am: Team 5—Lee and Rhonda Slater 
 

30—Team 10:  Randy Freeman (Capt.), Harold Mann, Lloyd Sander, Mike  
 Thomas, Charlie English, Jerry Baack, Linda Baack, Joyce Freeman, 
 and Dennis Schuck  
 8am: Team 6—Richard and Susan Straub 
 

JUNIOR CHURCH        GREETERS 
  

             2 Vanessa Akin   2   Tom and Lynne Washburne 
             9 Lauren Baumgart  9 6:30am  Ken and Roselyn Hansen 
           16 Pam Schuck                  10:00am Kevin and Rachel Day 
           23 Rachel Day             16   David, Karen, and Marlene 
           30 Holly Pugh                                     Agee 
                    23   Robin and Elaine Daniels 
NURSERY ATTENDANTS             30   Holly and Eli Pugh 
  

             2 Nichole Alcorn and Kayla Kunz 
             9 Joyce Kron and Tori Langton 
           16 Kristi Wilzbacher and Heather Russ 
           23 Maria Ripple and Kelsie Wilzbacher 
           30 Elaine Daniels and Kimbra Parker   

Ministry Schedules 

 FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 

mailto:tapohl@frontier.com
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Friends, 
 

It's exciting to write our first update from the University of Florida!   In 
December we moved and began settling in, and I officially started with 
RUF international January 1st.  When we served with MTW in        
Bangladesh, we experienced first hand the many challenges of trying 
to reach the unreached places of the world.  But many students from 
these very same places are coming to us.  At UF there are 6,000      
international students; most of them are from unreached areas that are 
difficult for missionaries to go and many of them are open to exploring 
new things.  God has brought the nations to UF, and we believe He's 
called us here to share the gospel with them.   
 

A lot of what I'm trying to do this first semester is just listen and 
learn.  Listen to the Lord and how He's leading (Psalm 127:1), and 
learn the campus where He's called me to serve.  Katie and I have   
also enjoyed getting together with representatives from other ministries 
reaching internationals to connect with them and learn from them. 
 

There have definitely been ups and downs as I come to campus and 
try connecting with internationals.  Some days can be discouraging, to 
be honest.  But there have also been glimpses of the Lord working in 
our midst that we can celebrate. 
 

We celebrate the ways He's opened doors to connect with a handful of 
students so far.  We've been able to have some of them to our home 
for a meal, and just tried our first event (lassi and games) at our house 
this last weekend.  I say "tried" because it's definitely a learning        
process!  But even as we learn we've felt encouraged. 
 

Pray for the Lord to go before us as we begin this ministry.  Pray He 
would be preparing those He would have us meet, and that He would 
bring to us those He’s calling to himself.  Pray for open doors to        
continue connecting with students.  Pray for courage as I come to 
campus, and for wisdom in beginning to converse about spiritual things 
with our new friends.  Pray the Lord would draw many to himself and 
make us His willing instruments here.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Jon and Katie Bonker & Family 

 
*Missionaries through RUF-I 
(Reformed University Fellowship 
International) serving at the         
University of Florida 
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EASTER EGG HUNT 
 

The Junior Youth will have their Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday, 

April 2nd at 2:00pm. 
We will also have ice cream!  

 

Everyone is welcome!   

ECHO ARTICLES ARE DUE on Friday, April 21st. 
 
THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN ED will meet on Sunday, April 23rd at 12:45pm. 
 
THE SR YOUTH will meet on Sunday, April 23rd from 6:30-8pm.  They also 
have a clean-up event scheduled for Sunday, April 16th at 2:00pm. 
 
THE PRAYER GROUP is meeting at church in the conference room at 6:30pm 
on Wednesdays.  If you would like the link for the online option, please email 
Pastor David at salempastor@gmail.com. 
 
THE THURSDAY FLOCK will meet on Thursday mornings.  From 9:00-
10:00am they will have a social hour with exercise, coffee and a continental 
breakfast.  There will be a Bible study from 10:00-11:00am.  On Thursday, April 
27th, they will have a meal at 11:00am. 

SALEM SPRING CLEANING 
APRIL 22, 2023 

 

Everyone is invited to the 2023 Salem Spring Cleaning.  And I mean everyone.  
You are never too young or too old to learn how to use power equipment and a 
rake.  Toddlers are closer to the ground and are the best ones to pick up sticks.  
Remember, mini hands make little work, or is it many hands make little work?  
We have tried to eliminate all of the conflicts and excuses (Spring Break, my dog 
ate my weed eater and rake, and I have an elective lobotomy scheduled) or at least 
most of the valid conflicts and excuses.  Starting at 8:00 AM on April 22 (earlier 
for the old guys that get up at the break of dawn) and shall work until about Noon.  
You will acquire new life skills that day, being taught by experienced landscapers.  
You will learn how to differentiate between weeds and all the other stuff that you 
shouldn’t pull out, experience the thrill of power washing, immerse yourself in the 
untold benefits of leaf and debris removal.  You will also be trained, again by    
seasoned professionals, on the proper use of wheelbarrows. 
 

The Council shall give special dispensation, for that morning only, for any, and all 
of those items on the honey-do list attached to your refrigerator. The Council is 
also considering trophies for all participants, well, maybe just ribbons. 
 

Enjoy the camaraderie of your fellow parishioners, while making the exterior of the 
church grounds beautiful for the spring and summer.  See you all on April 22! 

mailto:salempastor@gmail.com
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The attacks on Churches in our country has tripled in the past four years. Over 
420 acts of hostility occurred in 2022. Although most churches will not              
experience violence in their house of worship, church leaders must have a security 
plan to keep the congregation and building facility secure. The church council has 
reviewed the current safety and security status at Salem and are recommending 
changes in the way we access our church. To this time we have relied on keyed 
entry. However, more and more churches have realized that there must be a more 
effective way of keeping all of us and our facilities more safe and secure, and yet 
provide reasonable access into the church. As a result of our  research and internal 
conversations, the Church Council will be recommending church access by      
electronic access (phone, electronic key card, and keypad) on two of our doors 
(kitchen and Fellowship Hall entry doors) and non-duplicable keys on the five 
other doors. We believe the approach of adding a new electronic access system, 
which is being used more frequently around the country and locally, will provide 
the safety we all need and want and yet provide reasonable access. A draft of the 
proposed policy is below.  
 

Salem Church of Darmstadt has been blessed with facilities built to be used for 
God’s honor and glory. Along with the privilege of using the church building is 
the obligation to ensure that it is properly secure. As stewards of God’s resources, 
building security is the responsibility of us all. This policy is subject to periodic 
review and update as required to ensure that the building is adequately secured    
without placing undue burden on user access.  Loss or misuse of access tools 
(electronic cards, keypad codes and keys) exposes the church to considerable    
security risk.   
 

Policies governing access tools issued to Salem members and other               
authorized persons and organizations. 
 

• Electronic cards, keypad codes, keys and telephone apps will only be       
available for building access to authorized Salem congregational members 
and outside organizations. 

• Lost or stolen electronic cards and keys should be immediately reported to the 
church office. 

• All access tools holders assume responsibility for the safekeeping of the tools 
approved. 

• A record shall be kept of all access tools distributed and name of the             
recipients. 
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The Women’s Guild would like to invite the ladies of the church to the     
Annual Good Friday Breakfast on April 7th, 2023.  Doors open at 9:00am 

with a light breakfast served until 9:45am.  The program begins at 10:00am 
 

 
 
 

Please bring a breakfast food to share. 
We look forward to your attendance! 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS TO SALEM 

Donation Given in Memory of Marie Snapp by: 
 

Terri and Ric Grant 
 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Jan Stobbs by: 
 

Rick and Dee Ann Johnson  Mary Farney 
Diane Wire    Joyce Farnsley 
Butch and Kittye Kuester   Sandra Raben 
Jeff and Kathy Day   Jimalee and Jeff Hubeli 
Tom and Loris Helfrich   Marilyn and Clyde Tamanaha 
Salem Women’s Guild 
   
 

Donation Given in Memory of Shawn Wildt by: 
 

Wilma Heilman    Mark and Arlyss Wildt 
Irma Grimm    Ric and Terri Grant 
 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Marylee Lupfer by: 
 

Diane Wire    Darlene Zwahlen 
Salem Women’s Guild 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE ADDITION —     
The Pastoral Relations Committee is pleased to announce the          
addition of Joyce Kron to the committee.  As stated in our      
Salem Bylaws "The Pastoral Relations Committee exists to    
support and maintain an open and healthy relationship between 
the Pastor and members of the congregation."  If you have      
concerns or praises you would like to express you may contact 

the following committee members:  Dan Alcorn, alcorn.dan@gmail.com; Kevin 
Day, day_kevin@hotmail.com; or Joyce Kron, jkron963@yahoo.com.  

mailto:alcorn.dan@gmail.com
mailto:day_kevin@hotmail.com
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Thank you for your congregation’s gift of $522.00.  Churches like yours are   
empowering kids and families to rise above poverty and build futures once 
thought unreachable.  As we continue to see God’s miraculous hand                 
transforming lives, know that you are an essential part of this work.  We all 
have a part to play, and your congregation is truly a champion in working 
alongside vulnerable children and families.  In the words of Paul, “I thank my 
God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray 
with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now”  
(Philippians 1:3-5, NIV).  Thank you for your gift and compassion for others. 
 

In His Name, 
 

Anthony Williams, Sr Director 

Thank you so very much for your generous gift of $835.00.  You are investing in 
the next generation of Jacobsville residents!  Our high-impact educational         
programs, comprehensive wrap-around supports, neighborhood development, and 
team of dedicated and passionate adults are working alongside Dream Center kids 
to create positive and lasting change.  Breaking the cycle of generational poverty 
in Jacobsville can only happen with your faithful support.  “Whoever is kind to 
the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward them for what they 
have done.”  Proverbs 19:17.  Thank you for belonging to our   
community of impact.  We appreciate your confidence in our     
ability to provide help to these boys and girls in need. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Jeremy M. Evans, Executive Director 

Thank you!  Your recent gift of $521.00 is greatly appreciated.  God continues 
to keep us aware that we are entirely dependent on him.  We are filled with 
gratitude for the people like you who are the means of his provision.  Month 
after month we watch in amazement as he provides. 
 

Due to a change in circumstances, someone emailed that they would no       
longer be able to continue their generous support.  Today’s email said, “As 
only our Lord can do.  When I paid mom’s increased caregiver cost, there was 
still enough money left to send her usual amount to Wears Valley.  God is so 
good.”  Amen!  That is the story of Wears Valley Ranch.  God is faithful and 
finances are just part of the picture. 
 

This morning after chapel, our newest student came up to shake my hand and 
thank me for the sermon.  He is just learning about the love of God.  The   
proclamation of the gospel in chapel is backed up by the loving care provided 
in the homes.  It fits with the individualized instruction in our school and the 
therapeutic recreation and biblical counseling. 
 

Please pray for God to continue his miracles in using the Ranch to point     
children and families to Jesus.  This is his work.  We are glad to be here! 
 

Sincerely,  
 

Jim Wood, Founder 
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• All access tools must be turned into the office from any person who has    
ended their term of office, volunteer assignment or work completed at Salem. 

• Access tools are available through the Church Secretary during normal      
business hours 8:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday.  

 
Proposed church access policy change – How does this affect me? 

If you need an Access Tool, ask for it! 

Why the need? 
 

Security risks (Fellowship Hall and Kitchen) 
 

1) Several uninvited visitors entering the church through unlocked doors,         
entering the office area encountering church staff and volunteers, entering the 
nursery while nursery staff and students were present; and 

2) Front and other church doors unlocked for several hours or several days   
before being discovered. 

   

Proposed solution: Two entrances (Kitchen door and Fellowship Hall entrances) 
shall have Electronic Access installed.  Access shall occur by utilizing free cell 
phone app (preferred), key card (small cost), or a keypad (Access Tools). 
 

Advantages: 

• These doors will automatically lock when closed, but can be programmed otherwise; 

• When the church is notified, lost or stolen Access Tools will be disabled; 

• Access Tools can be granted for one-time use for maintenance and other vendors and to 
others; 

• Access Tools will be disabled when members leave the church or when the service   
providers complete their work; 

• There are no locks to change and no (or small) expense incurred when Access Tools are 
lost or stolen; 

• Access Tools are unique to the individual and the system creates an audit trail; and  

• Access Tools may be available on a permanent or temporary basis. 
 

Security Risks (Sanctuary and Other Doors) 
 

1) Keys have been lost, not recovered and the church has not been notified; 
2)    Keys have been duplicated; 
3) Keys have not been returned to the church at the conclusion of volunteer     

service role or work assignment; 
4) Keys have not been returned by members who have left the church; 
5) Keys have been loaned to other church members or relatives; and 
6) Locks have not been changed in a number of years. 
 

Proposed Solution: Five remaining exterior doors (Sanctuary entrance,          
Conference room, Parish Hall and two Fellowship Hall doors) rekeyed with no 
primary access.  All ingress will be allowed only through the two electronically 
monitored doors except for regularly scheduled services or activities. 
 

Advantages: 

• Fewer keys to track; 

• Keys can’t be duplicated; and 

• Keys may be available on a permanent or temporary basis. 
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Looks like a 
wonderful 

time was had 
by all at the      

Salem Trivia 
Night on 

March 19th! 
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Salem Church Friends — We just wanted to say thank you so much for your     
recent donation. Please know that you are a part of what God is doing through our 
mission work here! 
 

I am sure you have heard about the series of earthquakes so many went through 
in Türkiye. Please pray for these folks as the Lord brings the situation to mind, 
they are traumatized and will likely carry the scars the rest of their lives. Christians 
across the country continue to travel into the area to offer assistance, but it will 
take years for them to recover. Our own small church is also sending people who 
go for a few days at a time to help. 
 

Well nobody has invented scratch-and-sniff letters yet so 
you will have to come visit and smell the spice market on 
your own some day (might as well take a whiff of the fish 
while you're at it). Suffice it to say that is an adventure for 
the senses - not simply the smells but the colors and    
textures as well.  
 

As I look at these, I'm reminded that we are only one small pinch of spice that the 
Lord has tossed into the mix here. He has folks from all sorts of backgrounds,   
theological persuasions, and cultures involved in His Harvest Fields. He has      
chosen each one of us and He "seasons" His work through our presence. 
 

If this notion is accurate, we serve a dual purpose. First, we bring whatever aroma 
we possess to the work (BTW, I shower daily:) - our backgrounds and talents,  
giving our best. But secondly, we are also here to help others be their most       
successful (in Kingdom terms) version of themselves as well. Rather than being in 
competition, we want others to be blessed and to bring their unique flavors to the 
mixture that the Master Chef is creating.  
 

Toward that end, we were really encouraged a few months back when a fellow 
worker shared her personal experience of appreciation for the role Tammy & I 
have played in her life. She also shared a "word" she felt was of God that He 
would use us in other lives too as mom & dad to help encourage others' own 
unique cross-cultural call. I thought that sounded cool and just like God to blend  
us all together.  
 

In the end, maybe God is cooking up something like this wonderful dish Tammy 
had a local restaurant recently. The flavors are not there to compete, rather to 
complement and bring credit to the Chef who created it all.   
 

Blessings, 
Randy & Tammy Smith 

They had a great 
turnout for the 

Men’s Bible Study 
and Breakfast at the 

new location —  
the Sunrise Café        

Family Restaurant 


