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This month we’ll be celebrating the birth of Christ. Of course, the reason we      
celebrate any birthday is because of the person, and usually, if the person is not a 
family member, it is because of what that person has accomplished with his or her 
life. That’s why we celebrate the birth of George Washington and Abraham       
Lincoln on President’s Day. 
 
We celebrate Christ’s birth, not first and foremost, because of the beautiful  stories 
of angels and shepherds, a young mother, and a long journey, though all of these 
things are indeed wonderful. No, we celebrate Christ’s birth because of the life this 
man embodied, a life defined by the self-giving love of God as already revealed in 
the Old Testament but expressed even more radiantly in the life of Christ. 
 
And, we celebrate this birth because of a not so pretty event, known as the cross of 
Christ, which reveals, for once and for all, the truth about ourselves and the truth 
about God. It exposes the ugliness of the human heart, what we’re all capable of, 
and the persistent love of God, in spite of it all. 
 
It’s for these reasons that we celebrate Christmas and rejoice with great joy. It’s 
because of who Jesus is and what he has done! 
 
Merry Christmas to you all! 

   Page 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you so much for the many cards, gifts, and other expressions of                 
appreciation for my ministry here at Salem. It means so much to have your full 
support in my work. For the many who gave to the special collection, thank you 

so much. As in the past, I will use most of that for a getaway with Sue. One of the 
things we enjoy doing is traveling together, and I find that nothing renews my 
spirit like a good vacation. I especially like to go somewhere new where I can 
learn something about a culture or about history. Of course, I also enjoy the   

beauty of God’s creation. These things refresh my soul and give me fresh strength 
for doing my work as a pastor. Thank you so much! Finally, thank you for being 
the faithful believers that you are and for your commitment to work together as 

Christ’s body. This truly makes all the difference in a congregation. 
Wishing you all God’s very best this Christmastime! 



WANT TO GET IN THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT?  Join us Saturday, December 
3rd at 9:00am to go Christmas caroling to our shut-ins.  Everyone is invited to 
join us.  A bus and a light lunch along with a lot of fun will be provided!  Please 
bring a mask along in case required by the facility.  

 
ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING – Salem’s annual budget meeting 
is planned for Sunday, December 4th following the 10:00am service 
in the sanctuary.  There will be no 8:00am service or 11:30am       
service that Sunday to encourage member attendance at the        
meeting.  Please join us for this meeting on 12/4 so we will have a 

quorum.  Copies of the budget will be available in the Narthex and             
Fellowship Hall entrance.  If you are unable to pick up a copy of the budget, 
please call or email the church office and a one can be mailed or emailed to you. 
 
THE SR YOUTH will be meeting on Sunday, December 4th for their Christmas 
Party from 6:00-8:00pm.  Dinner will be served, & it is a Grinch theme this year! 
 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY - Join us each Tuesday in the weeks 
leading up to Christmas from November 29th through December 
20th at 6:30pm in the conference room.  Pastor David will be 
leading the 4-session study titled “Unwrapping the Gift of     
Christmas”. 

 
WOMEN’S GUILD ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM — The 
Women’s Guild invite all women of the church to our Annual     
Christmas Program and luncheon on Tuesday, December 6th at 
10:30am.  We have invited the women of 12 neighboring churches to 
be our guest.  Please come and bring a vegetable or salad and a      
dessert.  The Guild is furnishing the meat, potatoes, and drinks.  We 
look forward to seeing you!   
 
CHRISTMAS PLAY PRACTICE for all those singing in the choir will be on 
Sunday, December 4th at 9:00am in the sanctuary.  There will be Sunday School 
that day at 9am in the Elementary 2 classroom upstairs in the Fellowship Hall for 
those not in the play. 
 
THE CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY will be on Sunday, December 11th at 
the 10am service.  There will be no 8am or 11:30am service that day.  They are 
putting on an extra special hybrid Christmas Play this year, where some of the 
parts will be pre-recorded and then there will be in-person singing! 
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BOXES FOR OUR SERVICE-
MEN/SHUT-INS - The Women's 
Guild will again be sending boxes to 
our servicemen for Christmas and 
delivering cookies to our shut-ins.  
We are in need of cookies and ask them to be 
brought to the kitchen on or before Friday,       
December 2nd at 10:00am.  Please mark the    
containers for "shut-ins" or "servicemen".  

at SALEM CHURCH 

this month 
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USHERS  (8am and 10am) 
  

4—Team 14:  Bruce Balsdon (Capt.), Debbie Balsdon, Bart Willner, Jim 
 Daum, Chris Baumgart, and Warren Hill  

 
11—Team 15:  John Gross (Capt.), Donna Gross, Jeff Day, Kathy Day, Keith 
 Krietenstein, and Lee Slater 

 
18—Team 16:  Tim Pohl (Capt.) and the Sr Youth 
 8am: Team 4—Rico and Connie Salvat 

 
24—Christmas Eve Services — Church Council 

 
25—Team 9:  Jean Baresic (Capt.), Susan English, Kimbra Parker, Sharon 
 Krack, Evelyn Zwahlen, and Kristi Wilzbacher 

  
JUNIOR CHURCH 
  

             4 Holly Pugh 
           11 No Jr Church (Children’s Christmas Play) 
           18 Rachel Day 
           25 No Jr Church (Christmas Day) 

 
NURSERY ATTENDANTS 
  

             4 Vanessa Akin and Lauren Baumgart 
           11 No Nursery (Children’s Christmas Play) 
           18 Nichole Alcorn and Kayla Kunz 
           25 No Nursery (Christmas Day) 

            
GREETERS 
  

             4 David and Janeece Rohner 
           11 Holly, Jeff, Jacob, Eli, and Isaac Pugh 
           18 David and Karen Agee 
           24 5pm Barb and Terry Huber 
  7pm Reed and Lori Schmitt 
           25 Terry and Barb Huber 
             

Ministry Schedules 

 FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS TO SALEM 

 

Donation Given in Memory of Don Gross by: 
 

Diane Wire 
Bonnie and Jon Harris, Jr 
Eldon and Margi Scott 
Richard and Susan Straub 
 

 

Donation Given in Memory of Jennifer Sulawske by: 
 

Rhonda and Lee Slater 
Salem Women’s Guild 
 

 

Donation Given in Memory of Marjorie Mackey by: 
 

Irma Grimm 
Susan Bolton 
 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Steven Mann by: 
 

Harold Mann 
 

 

Pancake Breakfast and Manger Scene Display 
  

Saturday, December 3rd, 7:00-10:00am 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Darmstadt 

1401 W Boonville-New Harmony Road 
  

The all you can eat pancake breakfast includes pancakes, sausage, and fruit. 
A freewill offering will be accepted. 

The nativity scene display will be open during the pancake breakfast. 
Everyone is invited to attend. 

The family of Jennifer Sulawske thank all of the Salem 
Church folks and Pastor David for your prayers and             
donations on behalf of Jennifer and her family.                    
Kittye Kuester 
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SENIOR YOUTH ROOM REVEAL will be on Sunday, December 
11th after the 10am service.  We invite you to come share cookies in the 
Fellowship to celebrate the completion of the remodel and then come 
upstairs to tour the room, which is the last classroom upstairs in the 
Fellowship Hall.  The senior youth room renovation was funded by a 

generous memorial contribution made several years ago and designated for that 
purpose.  We would like to thank Mike Lynn, Dave Lundy, Tim Pohl, and the 
Pugh and Feil families for their hard work and dedication to get this room 
ready.  It will be used for both senior youth gatherings and confirmation class.  
Come celebrate with us! 
 
THE CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Monday, December 12th at 6:30pm. 
 
THE MEN’S BIBLE STUDY will be at the church in the conference room at 
7:30am on Saturday, December 17th. 
 
THE MEN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY will be on Saturday, December 17th at 
9:00am at the Hornet’s Nest.  Please bring your fathers, sons, brothers, and/or 
friends.  Looking forward to celebrating Jesus’s birthday and some great           
fellowship!  
 
ECHO ARTICLES ARE DUE on Monday, December 19th. 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE — WE WILL HAVE CANDLELIGHT            
SERVICES AT 5:00pm & 7:00pm — Once more we are offering 2 
Christmas Eve services. Both will include the singing of carols, the 
reading of the Christmas story, sharing in the Lord’s supper, and 
the symbolic passing of the light of Christ.  The Salem Sanctuary 
Choir will be singing at the 7pm service and special music will be 
featured at the 5pm.  We look forward to sharing with you the    
celebration of the birth of our Lord.  Special Music is needed for 

the 5pm Service - please contact the church office if you would like to do special 
music.  

 

POINSETTIA PLANTS may be picked up after the Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Services if you purchased one. 
 
ON DECEMBER 25TH AND JANUARY 1ST, there will be no 8am or 11:30am 
services due to the Christmas & New Year’s Day holidays.  There will be the 
10:00am worship service, but there will be no Jr Church, Nursery, or Sunday 
School.  The nursery will be available for families to use but it will not be staffed. 
 
REMINDER: THERE WILL BE NO PRAYER GROUP OR CHOIR             
REHEARSAL on Wednesday, December 28th due to the Christmas holiday.  
 
THE THURSDAY FLOCK will meet on the following Thursday mornings: 12/1, 
12/8, and 12/15.  From 9:00-10:00am they will have a social hour with exercise, 
coffee and a continental breakfast.  There will be a Bible study from 10:00-
11:00am.  On Thursday, December 15th, they will have a meal at 11:00am. 



THE PRAYER GROUP is meeting at church in the conference room at 6:30pm 
on Wednesdays.  If you would like the link for the online option, please email 
Pastor David at salempastor@gmail.com. 

 
THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN ED is looking for 6 more nursery 
volunteers for 2023.  If you would be interested or like more       
information, please contact Marcia Lynn at 
mlynn62@sbcglobal.net or Heather Russ at             
hruss718@gmail.com. 
 

TO GET CREDIT FOR YOUR DONATION IN 2022 — all donations must be in 
or post marked by December 31, 2022.   Lori, Accounting 
 
ALL TREASURER’S AND SECRETARY’S YEAR END REPORTS must be 
turned in to the church office by Sunday, January 1st -- and anything sooner will 
be greatly appreciated.  This includes ALL of Salem’s organizations.  This will 
help us get the year-end reports ready to be handed out as soon as possible so that 
they can be taken home for your review in plenty of time for the annual              
congregational meeting on January 22nd.  You can email them to                    
salemdarmstadt@gmail.com or place them in the secretary’s church mailbox.  
Thank you! 
 
THE SR YOUTH will have a lock-in on Friday, January 6th from 6:00pm to   
Saturday, January 7th at 8:00am.  They will be going to the Showplace Newburg 
Family Entertainment Center for activities then back to church for the night.  
Please let Lori Feil, lorifeil3@gmail.com or Holly Pugh, hollyepugh@gmail.com 
know if you plan to attend. 
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ATTENTION: SALEM CHURCHGOERS 
 

It’s time to get your act together! 
Literally. 

 

The Evangelism Committee will be presenting a variety show on         
February 12, 2023 immediately following the Valentine’s Dinner.  

 

So. . .please get out your dancin’ shoes, musical instruments, vocal     
selections, skits, recitations, comedy routines, etc. and share some fun. 

 

It may be a solo, duo, or group act.  It does not need to have a Valentine 
theme.  We welcome participants of ALL ages.  Registration forms are 

in Narthex and the Fellowship Hall entrance. 
 

So please, sing us a tune, do a little dance, tickle the ivories, play your 
fiddle, toot your horn, or make us laugh and let’s have some fun! 

THE SECRET SISTERS will meet on Saturday, January 7th at for breakfast and 
final gift exchange.  Place and time to be announced later. 
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Thank you to the congregation for donations to our recent special offering and 
missions. We collected $1,445 for Pastor Appreciation!  And we received 307 
boxes of stuffing mix for the Evansville Rescue Mission and many shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child (not counting all those that were done online). 

Thank you so much for your generosity!  

If you would like to send a card or letter of encouragement to Markus Peterson, 
you may write to him at the following address: 
 
2LT Markus Peterson 
DET 3. 1-163 FA 
BDSC 
APO, AE 09305 

On November 13th, $991 was raised at Salem in support of Chi Alpha       
Campus Ministry at USI!  From this fundraiser alone, we will be able to offer 

10 half scholarships to students to attend our conference this January with all 
the Chi Alpha Campus Ministry groups in 5 states.  This will have an amazing 

impact on a growing ministry!  Joshua Feil thanks you on behalf of all the    
Chi Alpha students and staff for your incredibly generous support.  

mailto:salempastor@gmail.com
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Jr Youth 
Thanksgiving 
Celebration 
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THE SALEM CHURCH HALLOWEEN PARTY WAS SPOOKTACULAR!!! 
About 150 children, parents, and grandparents attended this year's party for food, 
games, and fellowship.  A big thank you to Alan Wilzbacher for prepping our ice 
cream and Rhonda Klueg-Slater for serving!  All of the board members worked 
hard to again have an indoor party for food and games. We also want to thank all 
the volunteers who helped with games, candy/snack donations, and clean 
up.  Special shout out to Sue Peterson, Julie Mann, Dee Ann Johnson, and Elaine 
Daniels for your help. The Senior Youth, led by Holly Pugh, Lori Feil, Tim Pohl, 
and Dirk Farney worked hard to give people a frightfully good time in the haunted 
zoo themed spook house!  We collected 75 food items and $106 cash donations to 
help support the Salvation Army.  Thank you to everyone for a fun evening! 
Salem Board of Christian Education 
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SALEM HALLOWEEN PARTY 
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