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It’s safe to say we’re living in tumultuous times. It’s incredible to contemplate the 
number of challenges we’re facing. There’s war overseas, inflation and recession at 
home, ongoing extreme political polarization, the ongoing issues of COVID,      
possible fuel shortages and famine in countries affected by the conflict with Russia, 
deep divisions over how we are to deal with matters of human sexuality, and ever-
increasing technological advances and changes. 
 
In a college psychology course, we were given a list of changes that could cause 
people to become psychologically stressed and/or depressed. It seems to me that all 
I’ve mentioned above is more than enough to cause stress and depression. It’s 
overwhelming. And yet, this is precisely where our faith comes in. 
 
I find the book of Revelation especially helpful. Revelation was written to  
Christians who were undergoing terrible persecution by a very powerful empire. 
They had very little control over their circumstances, and in the midst of all that 
Jesus gives John a revelation of himself wherein he shows himself to be in ultimate 
control. 
 
Revelation begins with Jesus saying, “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 
I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I 
hold the keys of death and Hades” (Revelation 1:17b-18 NIV84). This sets the 
theme for the whole book. Do not be afraid. Jesus is in control. He’s defeated 
death itself and so nothing can rob you of your destiny. 
 
Later, Jesus will be given the scroll of destiny by God and will be shown to be the 
one who is administering God’s plan for the ages. None of the things which    
happen on earth are a surprise to God. He is in ultimate control. 
 
All of this was meant to be a comfort to those Christians who were suffering so 
much, and in the same way, it’s meant to be a comfort to us. We who’ve been 
gripped by the person of Christ and have become convinced that he is God with us 
are being reminded by Revelation why it is we trust him. He’s been raised from 
the dead, revealing that he is the meaning of history. Nothing can undermine his 
work in the world. As long as our lives are aligned with him, we are safe no matter 
what. 
 
Whenever you feel overwhelmed by all that’s going on in the world, I encourage 
you to do as the song says. Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full into his        
wonderful face. And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of his 
glory and grace. 
 
God bless you and keep you! 
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THE MEN’S BIBLE STUDY & BREAKFAST — We are starting a new Bible 
study beginning Oct 8th at 7:30am in the adult Sunday School Room and all men 
are invited.  Please bring your sons and invite your fathers and neighbors.  We 
will be studying “The Purpose of Christmas” by Rick Warren.  It is a three part 
study, and we will be studying up to Christmas.  This will be a very exciting study 
and we hope you can join us.  A hot breakfast will be served with lots of coffee. 
Any questions please contact Tim Pohl at tapohl@frontier.com.    
 
SR YOUTH will be meeting on Sunday, October 16th from 6:30-8:00pm. 
 
ECHO ARTICLES ARE DUE on Friday, October 21st. 
 
THE PRAYER GROUP is meeting at church in the conference room at 6:30pm 
on Wednesdays.  If you would like the link for the online option, please email 
Pastor David at salempastor@gmail.com. 
 
THE THURSDAY FLOCK will meet on Thursday mornings.  From 9:00-
10:00am they will have a social hour with exercise, coffee and a continental 
breakfast.  There will be a Bible study from 10:00-11:00am.  On Thursday,       
October 27th they will also have a meal at 11:00am.  Come join us!   
 
2023 TITHING ENVELOPES are ready to be picked up in the Fellowship Hall 
foyer.  If you use the Vanco online giving regularly or requested not to receive 
envelopes, there will not be a box for you to pick up.  If you need envelopes and 
there are not any for you, please call the church office so we can get you a box.   
If there are envelopes for a friend or family member that you will be visiting, 
please deliver the envelopes to them when you go.  The boxes are expensive to 
mail, so we are trying to keep costs down.  Thank you.  Lori, Accounting   

 
EVANGELISM WORKSHOP — Have you ever 
found yourself at a loss for words when asked about 
your faith?  The Evangelism Committee has invited the     
Gideons to put on the workshop Conversations: A   

Simple Approach to Sharing the Gospel.  The desired outcome is for             
participants to discover the simplicity of the Gospel and walk away with practical 
tools and resources to confidently share their faith.  The workshop will be in the 
conference room, & be 2 to 3 hours in length.  We are offering 2 different dates 
— Thursday October 20th at 6:00pm and Saturday October 22nd at 1:00pm.  If 
you plan to attend, please sign up on the sheets in the Fellowship Hall foyer or 
contact Dee Ann Johnson. 
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THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN ED will be     
meeting on Sunday, October 2nd at 12:45pm. 
 
THE WOMEN’S GUILD will be meeting on 
Tuesday, October 4th at 9:30am. 
 
THE CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on         
Thursday, October 13th at 6:30pm. 

at SALEM CHURCH 

this month 
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USHERS  (8am and 10am) 
  

2—Team 11:  Brad Willner (Capt.), Collin Wilzbacher, Charles Farney, Sue 
 Peterson, Dan Alcorn, Alan Wilzbacher, and Stewart Hall 
 8am: Team 4—Rico and Connie Salvat 
 
9—Team 12:  David Rohner (Capt.), Eldon Scott, Margi Scott, Harold Mann,   
 Vanessa Akin, Marlin Kissel, and Dave Lundy 
 8am: Team 5—Lee and Rhonda Slater 
 
16—Team 14:  Bruce Balsdon (Capt.), Debbie Balsdon, Bart Willner, Jim 
 Daum, Chris Baumgart, and Warren Hill 
 8am: Team 6—Richard and Susan Straub 
 
23—Team 15:  John Gross (Capt.), Donna Gross, Jeff Day, Kathy Day, and 
 Lee Slater 
 8am: Team 7—John and Della Stock 
 
30—Team 16:  Tim Pohl (Capt.) and the Sr Youth  
 8am: Team 8—Scott and Brenda Jeffries 
 

JUNIOR CHURCH 
  

             2 Lauren Baumgart 
             9 Vanessa Akin 
           16 Rachel Day 
           23 Lori Feil 
           30 Rachel Day 
 

NURSERY ATTENDANTS 
  

             2 Nancy Epperson and Kimbra Parker 
             9 Marcia Lynn and Julie Mann 
           16 Joyce Kron and Tori Langton 
           23 Nichole Alcorn and Kayla Kunz 
           30           Vanessa Akin and Lauren Baumgart 
            

GREETERS 
  

             2 Ken and Rosie Hansen 
             9 Terry and Barb Huber 
           16 Harold Mann and Sue Peterson 
           23 Lloyd and Diana Sander 
           30 Rick and Dee Ann Johnson 

Ministry Schedules 

 FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 

mailto:tapohl@frontier.com
mailto:salempastor@gmail.com
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Hello Salem Church Family, 
 

Tammy & I just wanted to reach out 
and thank you once again for your 
generous contribution to our missions 
work. It is great to know we have 
friends that are praying for us and with 
us to see the unreached come to know 
Jesus.  Also, our Immigration Visa was 
approved!  We have another year and 
likely will be able to ask for 2 years at 
a time after this. Praise God! And 
thanks for standing with us in prayer!   
 

Dr. Randy & Tammy Smith 

Jon Bonker, our missionary that was serving in       
Bangladesh with his family through the  Mission to the 
World organization, has come back to the United States 
and will be working with RUF International at the    
University of Florida. He will be continuing his same 

mission but located in the continental United States. Here is an excerpt from his 
communication to us: 
 

"The Lord is leading us to transition to RUF-International, but the mission is still 
the same.  Our hope is that the impact will be all the greater, through your prayers 
and the Spirit’s help, because we now have the opportunity to reach students from 
over a hundred nations.  Many of them are coming from countries where we   
cannot openly send missionaries.  Most of them have never met a Christian, read 
the Bible, or set foot in a church.  A significant portion of them will either be 
struggling with feelings of loneliness as they find themselves strangers in a new 
place, or wanting to explore things they weren’t able to before, being bound by 
customs or family pressure.  These students are also bright, and many of them 
will go back as influential voices in their home countries." 
 

Salem will continue to have this mission be part of our church's outreach and look 
forward to seeing updates of his important work. 

FAITH BIBLE CHURCH MEN’S CONFERENCE will be October 21st & 
22nd at 5601 Oak Hill Rd in Evansville.  Be challenged to experience the paradox 
of gaining your life by losing it for Christ.  The richest and truest Christian life 
awaits those men who believe and live like their life is not their own.  Times are 
October 21st from 6pm-8:15pm & October 22nd from 8am-1pm.  The cost is $10 
(lunch included).  Register at fbcevansville.com/mensconference.  Questions, 
email secretary@fbcevansville.com or call 812-437-2424.  There is more info on 
the Fellowship Hall bulletin board. 

SPECIAL MUSIC is needed October 16th and November 27th.  There is a sign 
up sheet outside the church office, or you can call 812-867-3142 or email 
salemdarmstadt@gmail.com.  Please let us know the title and composer of your 
selection and the date you would like to perform.  Thank you! 

THANK YOU for sharing in the life 
and work of the Lord Jesus Christ with 
your gifts and prayers for our           
missionaries.  Thank you for your gift 
to Commission to Every Nation of 
$2,060 toward the ministry of Dr. 
Randy and Tammy Smith. 
 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you; and lo, 
I am with you always, to the close of 
the age.” Matthew 28:18-20 RSV 
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS TO SALEM 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Iris Mann by: 
 

Kirk and Kathy Mann  
 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Barbara Nussmeier by: 
 

John and Vicky Nussmeier 
 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Roberta Sue Cox by: 
 

Lillian Gerichs 

DERBY DINNER PLAYHOUSE IN CLARKSVILLE, IN 
DAY TRIP — The Salem Thursday Flock is planning to see 
“Irving Berlin’s White Christmas” on Friday, December 
16th.  This musical is based on the popular movie, a timeless 
holiday classic.  It’s full of dancing, laughter, and some of 

the best songs ever written!  The cost is $70 per person which includes dinner, 
show, tax, gratuity, and deluxe motor coach transportation.  We will leave 
Salem’s parking lot at 8:00am CST and return around 5:00pm CST.  Please invite 
your family and friends to join us for a festive, fun-filled day!  There is a sign up 
sheet posted on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board for those interested.  Please 
make your reservation and turn in your trip payment to Robin Schmidt—email 
robinschmidt56@icloud.com.  All reservations and payments must be in by 
Monday, November 7th. 

mailto:robinschmidt56@icloud.com
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Salem Chicken Supper on August 27, 2022 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - It is that time of year 
again and I would ask that each and every one of you would pray 
about putting a shoebox together for a needy child.  This is a  
wonderful mission and it is easy and fun to do!  You can build 
one online at samaritanspurse.org/buildonline for $25 (which  

covers box contents and shipping).  Or if you’d like to make one, pick up a      
brochure in the Narthex, which gives detailed instructions on how to pack your 
shoebox, and also a FREE box to put your items in.  Note: they have excluded 
food, candy, toothpaste, or any type of liquid due to federal regulations.  Please 
include $10.00 for shipping costs for each box you do (or you can pay the postage 
online & track your shoebox) and leave your shoebox on the table by the choir 
room.  The last day for collection of the shoeboxes will be Sunday, November 
13th.  If you have any questions, email Kathy Day at kdtooth@aol.com. 
 
 

EVANSVILLE RESCUE MISSION- We are collecting boxed stuffing 
mix like Stove Top for ERM’s Thanksgiving baskets.  Please drop your 
donations off on the table located in the Fellowship Hall Entrance by 
Sunday, November 13th.  It is their 100th Annual Gobbler Gathering 
Thanksgiving food giveaway.  We are in need of 200 boxes. 

It is so nice to have the choir singing again! 

Choir picture? 

Confirmation Dedication on September 11th 

OAKLAND CITY UNIVERSITY PRESENTS GOSPEL NIGHT —    
Friday, November 4th, doors open at 6pm, concert at 7pm. For 
more information or tickets, go to oak.edu/gospel-concert/ or see 
the poster on the Fellowship Hall entrance bulletin board. 

mailto:kdtooth@aol.com
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Salem Church Picnic 
 on September 18th 
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The Salem Chicken Dinner was successful again this year due to the efforts 
of our wonderful congregation. From setting up the fellowship hall before the 
dinner to the sweeping of the floors during the final clean up, everyone 
worked together as a truly awesome church family. Your love for Jesus is 
evident and your example of doing God’s work serves as an amazing witness 
to our community.  
  

This event wouldn’t be as successful as it is every year without everyone’s 
help. Thank you to everyone who put a sign in their yard to help get the 
word out! Thank you to everyone for your generous monetary donations to 
boost our profits! Thank you to all who brought in desserts and items for our 
Country Store and those who sliced them and priced them.   Thank you to 
those who worked in the carryout and the dining hall!  Thank you to those 
who worked the parking lot directing traffic!  Thank you to those who 
worked in the hot kitchen preparing food and those who washed up all of the 
dishes! Thank you to those who sold tickets and those who counted and 
tracked the revenue and expenses! Thank you to those who help set up and 
those who tore it all down and mopped the floors.  Thank you to the Senior 
Youth for organizing this year’s raffle.  Thank you to those who delivered a 
meal to our shut ins.  Thank you to those who donated supplies for the    
kitchen. There are too many to name but we thank every volunteer for their 
time and energy preparing for and cleaning up after our dinner. 

  

THANK YOU to the Farney family! Without your family our dinners   
wouldn’t be as successful as they have always been over the years. Your love 
and dedication to our church and community is evident in every way. We 
recognize all of the seen and unseen work that goes into preparing the food, 
ordering and picking up supplies all over town, and making the side dishes. 

  

The chicken supper committee would like to also thank Joyce Freeman, 
Butch Kuester, Linda Thomas, Kristi Wilzbacher, Holly Pugh and Lori Feil 
for all the support and assistance throughout the entire process.   
  

Grace and peace to each of you, 
Reed & Lori Schmitt and Robin & Elaine Daniels    
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Thank you so much to everyone who donated raffle items and purchased tickets 
for the raffle at the Chicken Supper.  Due to your generosity, the Sr Youth made a 
profit of $1,131 which will go toward our activities this year.  We appreciate your 
support!!  The winners of this year’s Chicken Supper raffle prizes were as follows: 
 

$100 Cash                 Bethany Harper         Children’s Bicycle          Brandon Buck 
Vera Bradley Set        Mike Wittenbraker    Children’s Games          Lori Schmitt 
Bird Feeder & Seed  Mike/Arlene Scully    Dining in Darmstadt     Mary Farney  
Reimann's Basket      Kayla Kunz                Rural King Gift Card    Bruce Balsdon 
Bracelet Set               Kalah Street               Bath & Body Works       Paige Stevens                                                                  
      Air Fryer/Toaster Oven Kalah Street 
 

Pastor David’s pie went to the highest bidders — Wilma Heilman & Mary Farney. 
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The 
Baptism 
of Jack 
Keith 

Baumgart 
on 

August 
28th 

Sr Youth Group Fun 


