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  The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed 
belong to us and to our children forever … (Deuteronomy 29:29 NIV84). 
 

As I write this we’re just at the beginning of a series of sermons on Great Themes of 
the Bible.  What we’re talking about here are great truths God has chosen to reveal 
to us. The primary reason Christians trust the Bible is because of Christ. It’s having 
encountered Christ that Christians believe God has spoken to humanity and Christ 
points us to the Bible as God’s own word. 
 

Of course, when we immerse ourselves in the Bible we also hear God speaking to 
us. The Bible is self-authenticating. It speaks with authority. We know it when we hear 
it. And what we hear are things we could not know otherwise, things far above us 
and beyond our comprehension. 
 

I was reminded about this when studying the theme of providence. So many difficult 
questions are raised by this theme: the question of God’s being in ultimate control and 
his ordaining all things, the question of predestination and human responsibility, the 
problem of evil and the place of prayer. These are deep mysteries. 
 

A quote comes to mind from the Protestant reformer John Calvin. Speaking of the 
question of predestination he writes,  

 

when they inquire into predestination they are penetrating the sacred precincts 
of divine wisdom. If anyone with carefree assurance breaks into this place, he 
will not succeed in satisfying his curiosity and he will enter a labyrinth from 
which he can find no exit. 
 

He goes on to say, 
 

For it is not right for man unrestrainedly to search out things that the Lord has 
willed to be hid in himself, and to unfold from eternity itself the sublimest 
wisdom, which he would have us revere but not understand that through 
this also he should fill us with wonder. He has set forth by his Word the  
secrets of his will that he has decided to reveal to us. These he decided to   
reveal in so far as he foresaw that they would concern us and benefit us. 
 

Both quotes are from his book of Christian beliefs called The Institutes of the Christian 
Religion. I think he’s absolutely right. He’s reflecting what Moses said in the quote at 
the top of this article. There are hidden things too great for us to understand. God is 
that much bigger than we. 
 

Calvin goes on to say that where we know God’s will for us is in the person of Christ. 
Christ is the one who shows us that God has chosen this world, the people of this 
world, and that out of this world he is choosing a people for himself, the bride of 
Christ, the church. It’s when we receive Christ that we know ourselves as chosen, and 
we know our eternal destiny. The outcome of this, is as Calvin says, wonder. We are 
filled with wonder, even if we don’t fully understand it all. 
 

This is the challenge for us human beings, recognizing our limits and accepting 
that we won’t understand it all. God is God and we are not. He is an unfathomable 
mystery, infinitely above us. Yet, he allows us to know something of his plan and     
assures us that we’ll have all of eternity to contemplate the wonder that is God! 
 

Blessings to you all! 
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SR YOUTH will be meeting on Sunday, September 11th and Sunday, September 
25th from 6:30-8:00pm. 
 
THE CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Monday, September 12th at 6:30pm. 
 
THE MEN’S BIBLE STUDY & BREAKFAST will be at the church in the    
conference room at 7:30am on Saturday, September 17th.  Breakfast will be          
provided.  The men have started a study on Psalm 23. 
 
ECHO ARTICLES ARE DUE on Thursday, September 22nd. 
 
CONFIRMATION MAKE-UP CLASSES will be on Tuesdays at 5:30pm. 
 
THE PRAYER GROUP is meeting at church in the conference room at 6:30pm 
on Wednesdays.  If you would like the link for the online option, please email 
Pastor David at salempastor@gmail.com. 
 
THE THURSDAY FLOCK will meet on Thursday mornings.  From 9:00-
10:00am they will have a social hour with exercise, coffee and a continental 
breakfast.  There will be a Bible study from 10:00-11:00am.  On Thursday,       
September 29th they will also have a meal at 11:00am.  Come join us!   
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THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED on 
Monday, September 5th for Labor Day. 
 
THE WOMEN’S GUILD will be meeting on 
Tuesday, September 6th at 9:30am. 
 
THE EVANGELISM COMMITTEE will be 
meeting on Tuesday, September 6th at 6:30pm. 

at SALEM CHURCH 

this month 
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USHERS  (8am and 10am) 
  

4—Team 15:  John Gross (Capt.), Donna Gross, Jeff Day, Kathy Day, and 
 Lee Slater 
 8am: Team 11—Steve and Pat Cato 
 
11—Team 16:  Tim Pohl (Capt.) and the Sr Youth  
 8am: Team 12—David and Paula Epperson 
 
18—Team 9:  Jean Baresic (Capt.), Susan English, Kimbra Parker, Sharon 
 Krack, Evelyn Zwahlen, and Kristi Wilzbacher  
 8am: Team 2—John and Donna Gross 
 
25—Team 10:  Randy Freeman (Capt.), Steve Martin, Lloyd Sander, Mike 
 Thomas, Charlie English, Jerry Baack, Linda Baack, and Joyce 
 Woodward 
 8am: Team 3—Terry and Barb Huber 
 

JUNIOR CHURCH 

  
             4 Lori Feil 
           11 Lauren Baumgart 
           18 Rachel Day 
           25 Brandi Cloud 
 

NURSERY ATTENDANTS 
  

             4 Joyce Kron and Tori Langton 
           11 Nichole Alcorn and Kayla Kunz 
           18 Vanessa Akin and Lauren Baumgart 
           25 Jill Buck and Donna Daum 
            

GREETERS 
  

             4 Charles and Ann Farney 
           11 Stewart and Ann Hall 
           18 Randy and Joyce Freeman 
           25 Mary Farney and Diane Wire 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC is needed September 18, October 16, and          
November 27.  There is a sign up sheet outside the church office, or 
you can call 812-867-3142 or email salemdarmstadt@gmail.com.  
Please let us know the title and composer of your selection and the 
date you would like to perform.  Thanks for sharing your talent! 

Ministry Schedules 

 FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 

mailto:salempastor@gmail.com
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Talent and Interest Signup Sheet 
 
We know you’re interested and everyone has talent! Are you looking for a 
way to serve in the church and maybe make a new friend in the process or get 
to know more people at church? Volunteering is a great way to do that. God 
has uniquely equipped every person in the church with specific skills and 
gifts!  
 
The Trustees have posted a “Talent and Interest” sheet on the door to the    
Fellowship Hall. The goal is to create a list of volunteers who could be called 
on to do volunteer work based on needs of the church and to also identify 
those already serving. This living document would be kept and maintained 
through an annual update process. No strings attached! If you sign up and find 
that you have conflicts — no worries! There’s always next time! 
 
Some examples might include painting, weeding, landscaping, volunteering 
during planned fundraising events, and/or participation in clean up days.  
 
What professional or technical skills do you have that may aid volunteer     
activities? Do you have special equipment that you could use for a volunteer 
assignment? Are you a plumber? Can you fix a garbage disposal or a running 
toilet? Can we ask you for snow removal on the ramp and entrances to the 
church?  Can you repair small appliances or maybe large appliances? Are you 
skilled at home repair work that could also apply to the church? Are you an 
electrician by trade with occasional spare time to lend a hand to the church? 
 
Are you interested in short term volunteering assignments like some of the 
examples mentioned above or are you interested in longer term volunteering 
assignments? Longer term assignments could include things like being an   
usher or helping serve communion. Do you want to be on the usher team? 
Would you like to be a greeter? How about being a roaming greeter where 
you roam around the sanctuary 10 or 15 minutes before the service greeting 
people and identifying and welcoming visitors?  
 
These are just some examples to get you to think about what you might want 
to do as a church family member on a volunteer basis.  
 
Are you already performing a volunteer activity? If so, put your name on the 
list so if some situation arises in your area, we’d know who to call.  
 
Please give it some thought and reflection on what talents you have and take a 
look at the “Interests and Talent” sign-up sheet on the Fellowship Hall door.  
 
“Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are 
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his      
harvest field.’” Matthew 9:37-38 (NIV) 
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS TO SALEM 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Edgar Smith by: 
 

Al Nussmeier    Rick and Dee Ann Johnson 
Salem Women’s Guild   Harold Mann 
Donald and Nancy Schuldt  Lillian Gerichs 
Kathy and Jeff Day   Kristi and Alan Wilzbacher 
Zach and Kathryn Wells   Sarah and Brandon 

BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP 
 

ADULTS — Is the God at work in the Old Testament the same God at work in the 
New Testament?  Get the answer to that and much more, as Evansville Men’s 
Bible Study Fellowship begins a study of the People of the Promise – Kingdom 
Divided on Tuesday night, September 13.  This international, interdenominational 
Bible study features daily questions for solo study, weekly discussion groups, a 
live lecture on the passage, and next-level notes from scholars.  An introductory 
welcome class for men new to the program will be held in person on Tuesday, 
September 6 at 6:55 pm at Eastminster Presbyterian Church, 5501 Washington 
Ave in Evansville.  The aim is application of what we learn, and becoming       
committed, trained leaders serving our home churches.  Contact Kevin Bain at 
evvmensbsf@gmail.com or John Gross at jdgross1@wowway.com with questions 
or to RSVP. 
 

KIDS & STUDENTS — In-depth Bible study is not just for adults!  Designed 
specifically for ages 11-17, students enjoy engaging with the Bible in community 
and in age-appropriate ways, learning from a trained Bible Study Fellowship
(BSF) leader.  Sponsor your child, or a grandchild, register a friend’s children, or 

share the program with a neighbor.  Who will you tell about BSF Kids and         
Students?  Join the more than 40,000 students in 40 countries worldwide.  Our 
class meets every Tuesday night from 6:55 to 8:30 p.m. starting September 13, 
2022 at Eastminster Presbyterian Church at 5501 Washington Ave.  Online class 
available also. For more information, go to https://www.bsfinternational.org/
student-groups/ or contact Terry Huber at terrywhuber@gmail.com. 

mailto:evvmensbsf@gmail.com
mailto:jdgross1@wowway.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a4Wu8cMV97a2-438TWgxMcmRHM27_uZPL4zzR4n50piFwk8FplRUF6ytebqMSUfrbXEiFVQqZbZkQo7rYwYPYvbdoDSTm3umbx51ySrr0QIeukZpLYXul3FukpuVOIlwErC0KdE_QrkMW5SWNbmQppgrlpgZ2lN3mdcnDQ4Vr1kwDV4HSbByRQ==&c=dTOH9oIodfJvot_tL9HCQGYcqyuJGvoqqrHZEhs5
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a4Wu8cMV97a2-438TWgxMcmRHM27_uZPL4zzR4n50piFwk8FplRUF6ytebqMSUfrffKGPvlL88Jk-gtrhzFcmeXDeJ1kEuzWAFDNg19iwvVkL7x8X7I5T402SICEi9-Lpge_ojyst0dONlDtdPqZ1XPqYT5x2U94PxekAtjkCsQuPd2-jrz0dA==&c=dTOH9oIodfJvot_tL9HCQGYcqyuJGvoqqrHZEhs5
https://www.bsfinternational.org/student-groups/
https://www.bsfinternational.org/student-groups/
mailto:terrywhuber@gmail.com
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The 
Bailey 
Family 
Band at 

the 
Special 
Blue-
grass 

Service 
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The Baptism 
of 

 Emma Farney 
on 

August 13th 


