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Salem members are to have “a family altar and daily devotions in the home” and 
give “careful attention to the religious training of youth” (Salem Bylaws I.B.). 
 
The beginning of a New Year is always an opportune time to reflect on our 
priorities and make adjustments as necessary. As noted above, the Salem     
bylaws highlight what should be a priority for all Christians, personal spiritual 
development. In addition, heads of families are called to lead their families as 
the spiritual leaders of their homes. It’s our privilege and responsibility to lead 
our families to Christ. 
 
By a family altar, our bylaws mean a time of family prayer. A very natural time 
to do this is at meals but also at bedtime, especially with young children. They 
appreciate a bedtime story and prayer (and any chance they get to stay up   
longer). My favorite children’s devotionals for young children are Little Visits 
with God and Little Visits with Jesus. They have everything you need for a     
complete devotion, and it takes all of 5 to 10 minutes. They include a Scripture 
verse, a story, questions, and a closing prayer.  
 
Older children and adults can both get something out of the devotionals we offer 
here at church: Our Daily Bread and The Upper Room. Our Daily Bread even has 
an app for your phone which will read the devotional to you. Personally, I   
listen to a devotion from WhatAboutJesus.com on my smart speaker. It’s a very 
brief daily devotional put out by the Wisconsin Synod Lutherans that follows the 
church year scripture lessons. I also read from several other devotional sources. 
There’s so much to choose from! 
 
The key is to get started. That’s the way to form any habit, and this is a habit 
you want to pass on to your children. It’s no secret that the biggest impact on a 
child’s faith is the example they receive at home. The commitment by parents 
to daily prayer and devotions and regular church attendance, along with            
expressions of outgoing love towards others, will deeply impact their children for 
eternity. 
 
Of course, we’re saved by grace through faith and not of ourselves. It is a gift of 
God (Eph. 2:8-9). But we can put ourselves and our families in the place 
where such faith is given! Every day we can bring our families to Christ that 
they may hear once more of God’s love and grow in the trust that comes 
from exposure to the one who is ultimately trustworthy.  
 
If you’re not doing it already, why not commit to a practice of family devotions? 
You’ll be glad you did! 
 
Praying God’s very best for all of you in this 
New Year! 



at SALEM CHURCH 

THE SECRET SISTER BRUNCH will be held on Saturday, January 8th at 
10:00am in the church Fellowship Hall.  Secret Sisters should bring a final gift 
and a fresh fruit or a can of fruit to share in our Secret Sister fruit salad.  
 
THE MEN’S BIBLE STUDY & BREAKFAST will be at the church in the     
conference room at 8:00am on Saturday, January 15th.  Breakfast will be          
provided.  The men will be continuing their study of the Holy Land Revealed. 
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED on Monday, January 17th for 
Martin Luther King, Jr Day.  
 
ECHO ARTICLES ARE DUE on Friday, January 21st. 
 

THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held 
immediately following the 10:00am service on Sunday, January 
30th.  The backup date will be February 6th.  Please plan on     
attending if possible.  We must have a quorum present or we will 
have to reschedule the meeting.  We will make the meeting as 

brief as possible.  There will be no 8am or 11:30am service on January 30th to 
encourage member attendance at the meeting.  Annual reports will be available in 
the Narthex and Fellowship Hall entrance on Sunday, January 16th. 
 
THE PRAYER GROUP is meeting at church in the conference room at 6:30pm 
on Wednesdays.  We also have the online option for those you can’t make it in 
person.  If you would like the link for the online option, please email Pastor David 
at salempastor@gmail.com. 
 
THURSDAY NIGHT ONLINE BIBLE STUDY is held at 6:30pm on Thursdays.  
The study is over Sunday’s lectionary passage and is livestreamed at the link 
https://www.facebook.com/SalemChurchDarmstadt/.   
 
THERE WILL BE NO SENIOR CENTER IN JANUARY. 
 
MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY—We are planning on having our 
next Membership Sunday on January 30th.  We invite all 
those considering church membership to contact the church 
office to set up an appointment with Pastor David or you may 
contact him directly.  Pastor David's email address is     
salempastor@gmail.com. 
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THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN ED will be       
meeting on Sunday, January 2nd at 12:45pm.  All 
current and new members are encouraged to attend. 
 
THE WOMEN’S GUILD will be meeting on   
Tuesday, January 4th at 9:30am. 
 
THE CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Monday, 
January 10th at 6:00pm. 

this month 
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We just wanted to thank the church for being a part of our mission team. Thank 
you not only for giving, but also for remembering us in prayer and those with 
whom we work. It was fun to actually greet some of you in-person this past    
summer and get a sense of the community. Have great holidays.  
 

             Randy & Tammy, missionaries in the Middle East  

Introducing our new missionaries to 
the Dominican Republic —Josh   
and Glamary, Natalia, Gabriela, 

Caleb, and Sofia Salsbery —working 
through Freedom International  

Ministries 

OUR TESTIMONIES 

I was born into a strong Christian home and remember giving my heart to Jesus at 
an early age.  I did, however, drift towards the “I want to try it out for myself” 
mindset.  This thinking directed me down the wrong path at times, but I was    
reminded that God still loved me and wanted the best for my life.  God has also 
saved my life more than once.  The most formidable experience occurred 10 days 
before my 17th birthday.  As I was quickly walking out of the front door of my 
house, the door handle on our plate glass storm door didn’t work correctly.  My 
left arm proceeded to go thru the door and cut everything down to the bone,    
including the artery.  Long story short…God saved my life (and arm) that day and 
has proven to me time and time again that He will “never leave me, or forsake 
me.”  

JOSH 

I was raised as a Catholic in Venezuela (where I am from), but I started to      
struggle and doubt spiritually about the beliefs of the Catholic Church a few years 
before coming to the United States.  In 1998, I had a miraculous opportunity to 
study English at Oral Roberts University after I completed my college degree in 
Venezuela.  I came to know the Lord and accept Jesus as my Lord and Savior not 
too long after I opened the doors of my heart and mind to the teachings of the 
Christian Faith proclaimed and taught at ORU. 
 

Living far away from my family, culture, and country has been challenging for 
me in many ways.  Although feelings of loneliness, at times, had made me doubt 
my purpose in life; I’ve learned to put all my trust on the promises that the Lord 
gives us in Jeremiah 29:11.  Despite all the difficult moments and tribulations, I 
look around and see that the Lord has not only blessed me with a beautiful family, 
extended family, a loving church, and loyal friends, but also with the opportunity 
to enlarge His kingdom in many special ways.  

GLAMARY 

*You can learn more at https://itisforfreedom.com. 

mailto:salempastor@gmail.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSalemChurchDarmstadt%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce8e2e10eed514748958a08d7c76b249e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637197136568786301&sdata=wVkVMn9DZvlJoCEnTOSfp5%2B03oN
mailto:salempastor@gmail.com
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USHERS  (8am and 10am) 
  
2—Team 15:  John Gross (Capt.), Donna Gross, Jeff Day, Kathy Day, Ric  
 Grant, Terri Grant, and Lee Slater  
 8am: Team 5—Lee and Rhonda Slater 

 
9—Team 16:  Julie Mann (Capt.) and the Senior Youth 
 8am: Team 6—Richard and Susan Straub 

 
16—Team 9:  Susan English, Marva Meeks, Kimbra Parker, Sharon Krack, 
 Evelyn Zwahlen, Kristi Wilzbacher, and Jean Baresic 
 8am: Team 7—John and Della Stock 

 
23—Team 10:  Randy Freeman (Capt.), Steve Martin, Lloyd Sander, Mike 
 Thomas, Charlie English, Jerry Baack, Linda Baack, and Joyce     
 Freeman 
 8am: Team 8—Scott and Brenda Jeffries 

 
30—Team 11:  Brad Willner (Capt.), Collin Wilzbacher, Charles Farney, Sue 
 Peterson, Dan Alcorn, Alan Wilzbacher, and Stewart Hall 
 8am: Team 9—Tim and Angie Pohl 

 
 

JUNIOR CHURCH 
  

             2 Pam Schuck 
             9 Lauren Baumgart 
           16 Vanessa Akin 
           23 Holly Pugh 
           30 Nichole Alcorn 

            
 

NURSERY ATTENDANTS 
  

             2 Nichole Alcorn and Kayla Kunz 
             9 Nancy Epperson and Kimbra Parker 
           16 Jill Buck and Donna Daum 
           23 Vanessa Akin and Lauren Baumgart 
           30 Marcia Lynn and Julie Mann 

Ministry Schedules 

        FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 
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TO GET CREDIT FOR YOUR DONATION IN 2021 — all donations must be in 
or postmarked by December 31, 2021.  — Lori, Accounting 
 
ALL TREASURER’S AND SECRETARY’S YEAR END REPORTS must be 
turned in to the church office by Sunday, January 2nd -- and anything sooner will 
be greatly appreciated.  This includes ALL of Salem’s organizations.  This will 
help us get the year-end reports ready to be handed out as soon as possible so that 
they can be taken home for your review in plenty of time for the annual              
congregational meeting on January 30th.  You can email them to                    
salemdarmstadt@gmail.com or place them in the secretary’s church mailbox.  
Thank you! 
 

CALLING ALL WOMEN IN THE CHURCH--YOU DO NOT 
HAVE TO BE A MEMBER — Consider doing SOMETHING 
SPECIAL for yourself this year, and join the secret sisters. Just 
fill out a form with a bit of information regarding your likes/
dislikes and especially prayer needs. Forms are available in the 

Narthex and on the bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall. Put in the collection 
plate, take to the office, or give to Margi Scott by SUNDAY, JANUARY 23rd. 
You will receive your sister's information the next week.  During the year you can 
buy small gifts (leave in church office), mail cards, etc so she knows you are 
thinking of her.  MORE importantly pray for her as she has asked. Just imagine 
having your own special person who is praying for your needs. QUESTIONS: 
email Margi Scott at oldcoots2@yahoo.com or call 812-768-5099.   
 
SPECIAL MUSIC IS NEEDED FOR SPRING 2022 — There is a sign up sheet 
outside the church office or you can email salemdarmstadt@gmail.com or call the 
office at 812-867-3142.  We currently have openings for January 2nd & 30th, 
February 20th, March 27th, April 24th, and May 15th.  And a very special thank 
you to everyone who shared their musical talent in 2021!  We are truly blessed to 
have such great talent in our congregation! 

 

From the Women’s Guild: Thanks to the generosity of our congregation, we 
became Dream Center Angels for a total donation of $1375.00. 

What a wonderful gift of giving!! 

Angel 
Project 

mailto:oldcoots2@yahoo.com
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS TO SALEM 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Marvin Zwahlen by:  
 
Barbara Reimann 
Karen Reimann Owens and Luke Owens 
Richard and Susan Straub 
Eldon and Margi Scott 
Jan and Bob Stobbs   
  

 
Donation Given in Memory of Jim Schneider by:  
 
Barbara Reimann 
Karen Reimann Owens and Luke Owens 
 

 
Donation Given in Memory of Lou Winiger by:  
 
Barbara Reimann 
Karen Reimann Owens and Luke Owens 
 

 
Donation Given in Memory of Barbara Nussmeier by:  
 
Barbara Reimann 
Karen Reimann Owens and Luke Owens 
 

 
Donation Given in Honor of Marie Snapp’s 101st Birthday 
by:  
 
Rick and Dee Ann Johnson 

Dear Salem Church Family, 
 

Just wanted to thank you for the outpouring of love and support I          
received before and after my recent surgery.  Your prayers gave me the 
strength and encouragement I needed.  My recovery is going well,         
although not as fast as I would like, but I'm feeling stronger every 
day.  You will always have a very special place in my heart. 
 

Love, 
 

Connie Waters 
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https://childrensministry.com 
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        (and anyone else) 
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On December 12th, we had our 
virtual Children’s Christmas 

Play, and it was amazing!  
Thank you to Holly Pugh for 

directing the play, and a special 
thank you to Pastor David for 
putting together the video and 
serving as technical director.  

We hope it helped you celebrate 
the real reason for the season!   
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Children’s Christmas Play 

We want to say a huge thank you to all the 
parents and children who worked so hard to 

record their wonderful videos. 
We appreciate all you do! 
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God is great for sending me angels 
like you. Thank you for being at my 
101st birthday party. I can’t thank 
you enough for celebrating my 
birthday, my cards and gifts. This 
means so very much to me. Thank 
you again and God Bless you All.  
Love, 
Marie Snapp 

Thanks to all that assisted with the Women's Guild Cookies. 
We were able to send Christmas Cheer to 8 serving in the military and 20 who 

are no longer able to join us at church.  

Men’s Christmas 
Gathering on 

December 18th 


