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This month we’ll observe Labor Day. In America we have a long tradition of 
honoring labor, but it’s interesting to note that this hasn’t always been the case 
in other parts of the world and in other eras of history. There was a time in   
England when part of what made a person a gentleman or gentlewoman was that 
they abstained from manual labor. Likewise, the Greek philosophers argued 
that they needed slaves to do the manual work so they could have time to   
develop virtue. 
 
However, the biblical picture is of God’s creating human beings, in part, to 
work the garden (Genesis 2:15). The idea being that manual labor was        
something prelapsarian, a fancy word for according to God’s original purpose 
and not a result of sin. God meant for us to work. 
 
It is certainly the case that our bodies are healthier when they are worked. Just 
today I read the headline, “Couch potatoes are 7 times more likely to suffer a 
stroke than more physically active people”. I learned this the hard way in that I 
found myself becoming unhealthy because of all the sitting I do as a pastor 
(while studying, while in a church meeting, while driving to make a visit and 
while visiting people). I have since learned that I can do much of my studying 
while walking and holding a tablet computer, and I’m much healthier for it. 
 
It is surely the case that much of modern manual labor can be boring and         
repetitive. (It was just announced that Elon Musk is developing a robot to do 
much of that kind of work for us.) However, at its best, manual labor was 
meant to be a source of satisfaction through the experience of a sense of      
accomplishment. 
 
God meant for us to contribute our part to the world he made, and there will 
always be a need for laborers of some sort. As Christians we recognize that they 
are God’s means of providing for his world. Likewise, when we exert physical 
effort, to clean and repair our homes and property or to care and raise        
children, for example, we are contributing something of value and fulfilling part 
of our God-given purpose for being on this earth. We’re contributing to      
furthering God’s original intention for his creation, and there is a God-given    
dignity conferred on such efforts. 
 
Whatever work you do, may God bless you in your labors and may you find   
fulfillment by doing your work, whatever it is, as a means of “serving the 
Lord” (Ephesians 6:7). 
 
Labor Day Blessings to you all! 



at SALEM CHURCH 

THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION will meet on Sunday, September 
12th at 12:45pm.  
 
THE SR YOUTH will be meeting at the church from 6:00-7:30pm on Sunday, 
September 12th for pizza and a color war with powders.  They will also meet on 
Sunday, September 26th from 6:30-8:00pm. 
 
CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Monday, September 13th at 6:00pm. 
 
THE MEN’S BIBLE STUDY & BREAKFAST will be at the church in the     
conference room at 8:00am on Saturday, September 18th.  Breakfast will be      
provided.  The men will be continuing their study of the Holy Land Revealed. 
 
ECHO ARTICLES ARE DUE on Wednesday, September 22nd. 
 
THERE WILL BE NO SENIOR CENTER IN SEPTEMBER. 
 
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!  THE CONTEMPORARY/ALTERNATIVE 
SERVICE is returning September 12th and will once more be held at 11:30 am. 
We’re looking for musicians and singers to join the worship team. Perhaps God is 
calling you to use your talent to help us worship God and grow the 11:30 service. 

 
THE CHURCH PICNIC that was supposed to be on              
September 19th has been canceled due to the current virus    
situation.  Let’s pray that we can have it next year! 
 

CONFIRMATION MAKE-UP CLASSES will be on Tuesdays at 5:00pm. 
 
THE PRAYER GROUP is meeting at church in the conference room at 6:30pm 
on Wednesdays.  We also have the online option for those you can’t make it in 
person.  If you would like the link for the online option, please email Pastor David 
at salempastor@gmail.com. 
 
THURSDAY NIGHT ONLINE BIBLE STUDY is held at 6:30pm on Thursdays.  
The study is over Sunday’s lectionary passage and is livestreamed at the link 
https://www.facebook.com/SalemChurchDarmstadt/.   
 
THE CHURCH COUNCIL would like everyone to know that we are going to 
maintain the individual communion elements for September and will continue to 
make adjustments in the future. 
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THE CHOIR WILL BE REHEARSING on 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm, except for September 22nd. 
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on       
Monday, September 6th for Labor Day. 
 
THE WOMEN’S GUILD will be meeting on     
Tuesday, September 7th at 9:30am. 
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Donation Given in Memory of Arla Akin by:  
 

Marlin and Agnes Kissel  
 

 

Donation Given in Memory of Brenda (Fulks) Voyles by:  
 

Kirk and Kathy Mann 
 

 

Donation Given in Memory of Melanie (Parker) Belcher 
by:  
 

Kirk and Kathy Mann 
 

 

Donation Given in Memory of Lisa (Parker) Surber by:  
 

Kirk and Kathy Mann 
 

 

Donation Given in Memory of Bert Neuber by:  
 

Harold and Iris Mann 
David and Connie Waters 
Salem Women’s Guild 
 

 

Donation Given in Memory of Gloria Miller by:  
 

Travis and Sarah Flener 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS TO SALEM 
   

 

A special thanks to our brothers and sisters in Christ for your 
prayers and cards during our difficult time.  Also Thanks for all 

the memorial donations for Bert. 
 

The Bert Neuber Family 

Mary Mann wanted to thank everyone for their prayers, kind 
words, and cards after the passing of her sisters.  She is     

thankful for such a loving church family.  

mailto:salempastor@gmail.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSalemChurchDarmstadt%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce8e2e10eed514748958a08d7c76b249e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637197136568786301&sdata=wVkVMn9DZvlJoCEnTOSfp5%2B03oN
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USHERS  (8am and 10am) 
  
5—Team 14:  Bruce Balsdon (Capt.), Debbie Balsdon, Bart Willner, Jim 
 Daum, Eric Feil, Warren Hill, and Chris Baumgart 
 8am: Team 1—Brad and Jill Vieira 
 
 
12—Team 15:  John Gross (Capt.), Donna Gross, Jeff Day, Kathy Day, Ric 
 Grant, Terri Grant, and Lee Slater 
 8am: Team 2—John and Donna Gross 
 
 

19—Team 16:  Julie Mann (Capt.) and the Senior Youth   
 8am: Team 3—Terry and Barb Huber 
 
 

26—Team 9:  Susan English, Marva Meeks, Kimbra Parker, Sharon Krack, 
 Evelyn Zwahlen, Kristi Wilzbacher, and Jean Baresic 
 8am: Team 4—Rico and Connie Salvat 

 
 
JUNIOR CHURCH 
  

             5 Lori Feil 
           12 Rachel Day 
           19 Vanessa Akin 
           26 Lauren Baumgart 

 
 

We will not have Audio/Visual people, Nursery attendants, 
or Greeters at this time. 

 
 

Ministry Schedules 

        FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 

I had an appointment at the beginning of August with the 
surgeon, and he said that I’m doing great.  I would like my 
church family to know that I’m so grateful for their        
prayers, cards, calls, and words of encouragement.    
  

      Dee Ann Johnson 
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Salem Church, 
 

Thank you so much for your generous donation of $500.00 to 
the American Legion Funkhouser Post.  Your donation will be 
used to support Veterans in need with their utilities, food, and 
clothing.  Your support and kind generosity are most            
appreciated. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Kenneth Belangee 
Post Commander 

To Usher Team Members: 
 
The Church greatly appreciates your willingness to be on an Usher team and your 
participation fills an important role in the service each Sunday. Currently, we are 
still using the Narthex area for Members to place their offering before the service 
so we will continue to do this until otherwise communicated. 
 
For the services, we still need 2 persons from each team to provide coverage of 
the tasks the Ushers do during the service per the instructions and training that 
was conducted in prior years. These duties include checking door locks,         
providing access into Parish Hall east door during service, ringing the bell,     
bringing up the offering during service, and some other minor tasks. 
 
If you are a member of an Usher team and have any questions regarding when 
you are scheduled to serve, please contact your Team's Captain or Mike Lynn. 
 
Thank you, 
Salem Council 

Does Jesus still have disciples today? Get the answer to that 
and much more, as Evansville Men’s Bible Study Fellowship 
begins a study of the New Testament book of Matthew on 
Tuesday night, September 14. This international,                
interdenominational Bible study features daily questions for 
solo study, weekly discussion groups, a live lecture on the 
passage, and next-level notes from scholars. An introductory 

welcome class for men new to the program will be held in person on Tuesday, 
September 7 at 6:55 pm at Eastminster Presbyterian Church, 5501          
Washington Ave in Evansville, or via Zoom for those who prefer. The aim is 
application of what we learn, becoming committed, trained leaders serving 
our home churches. Contact Kevin Bain at evvmensbsf@gmail.com with 
questions or to RSVP. 

FALL SPECIAL MUSIC is needed September 26th, October 17th, and           
November 28th.  You can sign up by emailing salemdarmstadt@gmail.com, by 
calling 812-867-3142, or you can sign up on the sheet outside the church office. 

mailto:evvmensbsf@gmail.com
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We had a wonderful start to our Sunday School classes and Jr. Church 
on Sunday, August 15th! 
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Thank you so much to everyone who shared their 
musical talent with us this summer, including   

Steve Baresic, Pam Schuck, Lori Schmitt,         
Kenny Brown, Autumn Alcorn, Valerie Buck,   

Addison Hill, Avalynn Kunz, Sophia Kunz, and 
Addie Williams.   


