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      Why the Reformation Still Matters 
 

"When your last hour comes, I won’t be with you, neither the 
Pope; if then you don’t know the foundation of your hope and 
merely say: I believe what the councils, the Pope, and our fathers 

believed, the devil will answer: Yes, but what if they erred? Then he has won and 
will drag you into hell. Therefore we must ourselves know what we believe, 
namely, what God has said and not what the Pope or the councils decree or say. 
For you dare not trust in men, but must trust in the bare Word of God." 
 

--Martin Luther (St L. IX:1235 f.) quoted in Christian Dogmatics by Francis    
Pieper 
 

"If the laymen read the Scriptures, the preachers would have to study so that 
they would not be reproved and overcome [from Scripture by the laymen]."  
 

--Martin Luther quoted in Christian Dogmatics by Francis Pieper 
 

October 31st is Reformation Day in our church. The founding constitution for 
the German Evangelical Salem Church in Scott Township (our church) says, The 
pastor “is to preach a Reformation service every year, either before or after 
October 31, when this day does not fall on a Sunday” (Article 8, paragraph 3). 
 

Why did the founders of this church think it so important to remember the 
Reformation? I believe they realized the ongoing relevance of the              
Reformation. It is a continual temptation for some human being—a pastor, a  
Bible scholar, a denominational bureaucrat—to assume the place of authority in 
another person’s life. They do this because they assume ordinary people can’t 
make informed decisions. They take this very paternalistic approach in the name 
of being pastoral. 
 

A calendar my mother got for me has this statement which, for me, sums it up: 
“Luther was a pioneer in advocating the still radical idea that people are       
perfectly capable of doing their own thinking and reaching their own        
conclusions.” 
 

We recognize the need of informed consent when it comes to medical decisions. 
How much greater then the need to be informed when it comes to spiritual  
decisions. This means studying the Bible for ourselves and demanding that 
those who teach us prove their teachings by the Bible. 
 

This is what the Reformation was all about. I believe the current system of 
churches in America is the logical outcome of the Reformation and that it is 
not a bad thing. People are reading the Bible for themselves and determining 
which church most closely aligns with their understanding of Scripture. This is 
how it should be, and this is what keeps Christianity in this country so much 
more vital than in Europe with its state churches receiving state support. 
 

On this anniversary of the Reformation why not renew your commitment to 
Bible reading? Determine to follow the logic of the sermons to see if they’re in 
tune with Scripture and trust Scripture over me or anybody else. 
 

Reformation Day Blessings to you all! 



at Salem Church 

THE MEN’S BIBLE STUDY & BREAKFAST will be at the church in the     
conference room at 8:00am on Saturday, October 16th.  Breakfast will be          
provided.  The men will be continuing their study of the Holy Land Revealed. 
 
ECHO ARTICLES ARE DUE on Friday, October 22nd. 
 
THERE WILL BE NO SENIOR CENTER IN OCTOBER. 
 
THE CHOIR WILL BE REHEARSING at 6:30pm on October 6th and 27th. 
 
THE PRAYER GROUP is meeting at church in the conference room at 6:30pm 
on Wednesdays.  We also have the online option for those you can’t make it in 
person.  If you would like the link for the online option, please email Pastor David 
at salempastor@gmail.com. 
 
THURSDAY NIGHT ONLINE BIBLE STUDY is held at 6:30pm on Thursdays.  
The study is over Sunday’s lectionary passage and is livestreamed at the link 
https://www.facebook.com/SalemChurchDarmstadt/.   

 
ONLINE GIVING ANNOUNCEMENT--If you use 
online giving by accessing the app on your phone 
or iPad, the GivePlus app will no longer be used/
available as of September 30th.  The new app to 

download is "Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement."  Your username and password 
will remain the same in the new app.  There are no changes at this time if you are 
accessing online giving by Salem's website from your computer.  Thank you! 
 
2022 TITHING ENVELOPES are ready to be picked up in the Fellowship Hall 
foyer.  If you use the Vanco online giving regularly or requested not to receive 
envelopes, there will not be a box for you to pick up.  If you need envelopes and 
there are not any for you, please call the church office.  We ordered some extra 
boxes and can get one to you.  We are saving money by not mailing them, and 
also the hassle of having so many boxes destroyed in transit.  Thank you.  
Lori, Accounting   

 
SPECIAL MUSIC SIGN UP FOR FALL — We need   
special music for October 17th and November 28th.  If   
interested, you can sign up outside the office or call 812-
867-3142.  Thank you! 
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THE WOMEN’S GUILD will be meeting on     
Tuesday, October 5th at 9:30am. 
 
THE SR YOUTH will be meeting at the church 
from 6:30-8:00pm on Sunday, October 10th. 
 
CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Monday,      
October 11th at 6:00pm. 

this month 
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“Child abuse is one of the greatest evils in our society. It is more than a medical 
problem. It is more than a societal problem. It is a sin against God. Wears Valley 
Ranch is doing more than preaching against the problem. They are taking        
children who have suffered horribly and showing them a new way to live. By 
providing a uniquely therapeutic environment with individualized education and 
individual, group and family counseling, they offer a powerful intervention. They 
are breaking the cycle of abuse by teaching children how to live in a loving family 
relationship.”  Jeanann Pardue, MD, FAAP 
            Director of CPG Inpatient Services 
            East Tennessee Children's Hospital, Knoxville, TN 
 
At Wears Valley Ranch, we believe that each child is special and is worth our 
love and support. That is why we provide a home environment rather than        
dormitories. Our girls and boys live in non-institutional homes with houseparents 
who are investing their lives in the lives of the children.  The atmosphere within 
each home is one of love and encouragement where each child can know the     
security of boundaries and the acceptance of unconditional love.  Children are 
accepted regardless of their race or religious background.  Students do attend 
church with their houseparents in the community.  While no child is pressured to 
embrace a particular creed, we are eager for each child to know the truth that they 
are loved by God. 
 
Programs at Wears Valley include a residential program, St. Andrews School 
providing K-12 education, counseling, recreation & equestrian programs, and      
volunteer & retreat ministries.   
 
For more information go to wvr.org. 

mailto:salempastor@gmail.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSalemChurchDarmstadt%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce8e2e10eed514748958a08d7c76b249e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637197136568786301&sdata=wVkVMn9DZvlJoCEnTOSfp5%2B03oN
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New Mission for Salem Church 
 

As many of you know for a number of years our church has supported Danielle 
Winslow, a missionary in Thailand, but she is no longer in the field.  An ad hoc 
committee was chosen by the Salem Church Council to research missionaries to 
replace Danielle.  Upon recommendation by the committee, the Council voted to 
provide mission support to Wears Valley Ranch, which is a mission in Tennessee 
supporting children in the United States.   
 
Wears Valley Ranch exists to provide Christian homes and Christian education 
for children from difficult situations. Students are typically described as 
“deserving young people with a problem in the home, not of their own making.” 
The problems vary widely. The situation may involve a single parent who        
genuinely wants to care for his or her own child, but can’t because of demanding 
work schedules.  It may involve a grandparent’s concern for a child whose parent 
is in trouble with drugs (most often alcohol).  It may involve a case of neglect, 
physical abuse, or sexual abuse. 
 
Although children are accepted from across the United States, the need in east 
Tennessee is staggering. Every year thousands of children enter the foster care 
system in this region. In Knox County alone, there are dozens of medically      
confirmed cases of sexual abuse annually. These cases are only the tip of the    
iceberg. Hundreds more go unreported. The state will not remove a child from the 
home except in the most dire circumstances. By that time, the child has endured         
unspeakable trauma. Wears Valley Ranch provides an early intervention           
alternative, with voluntary placement and help for the child and other family 
members. 
 
Nestled against the backdrop of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Wears 
Valley Ranch (which adjoins the park) provides an ideal environment for healthy 
living. Four spacious homes housing up to eight students each are situated among 
the trees overlooking rolling pastures where horses graze and play. 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - It is that time of year again 
and I would ask that each and every one of you would pray about    
putting a shoebox together for a needy child.  This is a wonderful   
mission and it is easy and fun to do!  You can build one online at   
samaritanspurse.org/buildonline for $25 (which covers box contents 

and shipping).  Or if you’d like to make one, pick up a brochure in the Narthex, 
which gives detailed instructions on how to pack your shoebox, and also a FREE 
box to put your items in.  Note: they have excluded food, candy, toothpaste, or any 
type of liquid due to federal regulations.  Please include $9.00 for shipping costs 
for each box you do (or you can pay the postage online & track your shoebox) and 
leave your shoebox on the table by the choir room.  The last day for collection of 
the shoeboxes will be Sunday, November 14th.  If you have any questions, call 
Kathy Day at 812-568-6443 or email her at kdtooth@aol.com. 
 
 

EVANSVILLE RESCUE MISSION- We are collecting boxed stuffing 
mix like Stove Top for ERM’s Thanksgiving baskets.  Please drop your 
donations off on the table located in the Fellowship Hall Entrance by 
Sunday, November 14th.  It is their 100th Annual Gobbler Gathering 
Thanksgiving food giveaway.  We are in need of 200 boxes. 

mailto:kdtooth@aol.com
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If you would like to send our shut-ins a card or drop them a 
note, they would greatly appreciate it!   

 
            Helen Benton 
            5233 Rosebud Ln 
            Newburgh, IN 47630-9283 
 

Doris Buehler    Don and Sylvia Gross 
760 Cordova Lane   811 E Baseline Rd Rm 509 
Lenair City, TN 37771-6801  Evansville, IN 47725-9340 
 

Shirley Grossman   Jean Johns c/o Alois Alzheimer Center 
3331 Drake Drive   70 Damon Rd 
Evansville, IN 47715-3087  Cincinnati, OH 45218-1041 
   

Ruth Luker    Marylee Lupfer  
3001 Galaxy Dr Apt 201   714 S Eickhoff Rd  
Evansville, IN 47715-1692  Evansville, IN 47712-9006 
 

Jan Stobbs    Rev. Bill Tollas  
1200 W Buena Vista Rd Apt 114  1200 W Buena Vista Rd Apt 103  
Evansville, IN 47710-5180  Evansville, IN 47710-5179 
     

Lois Yoder    Christopher Bassemier  
13440 Bender Rd   25 S Boehne Camp Rd Room 231  
Evansville, IN 47720-7259  Evansville, IN 47712-3101 
 

Betty Jo Miller    Edgar Smith 
c/o Walnut Creek Alzheimer’s Center c/o Walnut Creek Alzheimer’s Center 
525 Bentee Wes Ct   525 Bentee Wes Ct 
Evansville, IN 47715-4071  Evansville, IN 47715-4071 

 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS TO SALEM 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Louis Winiger by:  
 

Jean and Steve Baresic 

The Salvation Army is looking for volunteers for their many       
programs and needs during the holiday season including: bell     
ringing, counting donations, community Thanksgiving Dinner, Coat 
a Kid, Christmas Assistance, Adopt a Family and Angel Tree, Food 
Boxes at Christmas, and Toy Town/Toys for Tots Distribution.  
There is more information on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board.  
To sign up or learn more about any of these opportunities, please         

                     call 812-202-3992 Monday-Friday 9am-3pm. 
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USHERS  (8am and 10am) 
  
3—Team 10:  Randy Freeman (Capt.), Steve Martin, Lloyd Sander, Mike 
 Thomas, Charlie English, Jerry Baack, Linda Baack, and Joyce  
 Freeman 
 8am: Team 5—Lee and Rhonda Slater 
 
 
10—Team 11:  Brad Willner (Capt.), Collin Wilzbacher, Charles Farney, Sue 
 Peterson, Dan Alcorn, Alan Wilzbacher, and Stewart Hall 
 8am: Team 6—Richard and Susan Straub 
 
 

17—Team 12:  David Rohner (Capt.), Eldon Scott, Margi Scott, Harold 
 Mann, Vanessa Akin, Marlin Kissel, and Dave Lundy  
 8am: Team 7—John and Della Stock 
 
 

24—Team 13:  Wilbur Krohn, Kent Mann, Randy Kron, Rick Johnson, Dee 
 Ann Johnson, and Dennis Schuck  
 8am: Team 8—Scott and Brenda Jeffries 
 
 

31—Team 14:  Bruce Balsdon (Capt.), Debbie Balsdon, Bart Willner, Jim 
 Daum, Eric Feil, Warren Hill, and Chris Baumgart  
 8am: Team 9—Tim and Angie Pohl 

 
JUNIOR CHURCH 
  

             3 Lauren Baumgart 
           10 Nichole Alcorn 
           17 Pam Schuck 
           24 Rachel Day 
           31 Lori Feil 

 
We will not have Nursery Attendants or Greeters at this time. 

Ministry Schedules 

        FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 

From Randy & Tammy Smith — Missionaries to Southeast Asia who visited Salem 
on June 20, 2021: We wanted to thank the folks who gave toward a special       
offering on our behalf, that was very generous of them.  Thank you! 



Page 9 

Sr Youth Color War Fun 

The              
preschool 
Sunday 

School class 
made a 

“This Little 
Light of Mine 

I’m Gonna 
Let It Shine” 

craft.  
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Salem 
Chicken 
Supper 

 

August 28, 2021 
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The Salem Chicken Dinner was successful again this year due to the efforts 
of our wonderful congregation. From setting up the fellowship hall before 
the dinner to the sweeping of the floors during the final clean up, everyone 
worked together as a truly awesome church family. Your love for Jesus is 
evident and your example of doing God’s work serves as an amazing witness 
to our community.  
  

This event wouldn’t be as successful as it is every year without everyone’s 
help. Thank you to everyone who put a sign in their yard to help get the 
word out! Thank you to everyone for your generous monetary donations to 
boost our profits! Thank you to those who worked in the carryout!  Thank 
you to those who worked the parking lot directing traffic!  Thank you to 
those who worked in the hot kitchen preparing food and those who washed 
up all of the dishes! Thank you to the order takers and order deliverers!
Thank you to those who counted and tracked the revenue and expenses! 
Thank you to those who help set up and those who tore it all down and 
mopped the floors.  Thank you to those who donated supplies for the kitchen. 
There are too many to name but we thank every volunteer for their time and 
energy preparing for and cleaning up after our dinner. 
  

THANK YOU to the Farney family! Without your family our dinners    
wouldn’t be as successful as they have always been over the years. Your love 
and dedication to our church and community is evident in every way. We 
recognize all of the seen and unseen work that goes into preparing the food, 
ordering and picking up supplies all over town, and making the side dishes. 
  

The chicken supper committee would like to also thank Holly Pugh for all 
the support and assistance throughout the entire process. We sincerely      
appreciate Holly’s assistance.  
  

Grace and peace to each of you, 
Reed & Lori Schmitt and Robin & Elaine Daniels    
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The 
Chicken 
Supper 
was so 
fast &     
furious 

(and fun)! 


