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“[W]e try to persuade others” (2 Corinthians 5:11 NIV). 
 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our nation it comes at a 
time when many are concerned about the direction of our 
country. The shared assumptions of the past (the values of the 
Judeo-Christian tradition) are no longer the glue that holds us 
together. Instead, we’re increasingly a society of strongly     

differing assumptions about how we are to live. The new normal involves    
creating space for people to be true to their assumptions.  
 
This is a very different way of being a country, and people on both sides are 
struggling with it. There is a desire to push the other side to conform to a set 
of values and assumptions that are not their own. This spells disaster.  
 
From the beginning, Christianity was not about coercion. It was about         
persuasion (see verse above). This is because God looks at the heart. He is not 
impressed with mere outward conformity for appearances sake. He seeks to    
transform the whole person. 
 
Though it may be difficult dealing with such rapid change, this really creates an 
opportunity for the church. The church in America is being purged of much of 
its mere externalism. This means that those who remain in the church are       
increasingly those who are serious about their faith. This can only mean a 
stronger, more vibrant church, and the opportunity to be a stronger witness 
to those on the outside. 
 
I believe we must convince our fellow citizens that our history of religious 
freedom is the answer to today’s culture war. Forcing others to conform to our 
values simply won’t work and will further divide us as a nation. We must allow 
either side to follow their consciences, within reason, trusting that over time one 
side will be more persuasive because of the life they embody, a life which 
flows from the values and assumptions of that particular group. 
 
I believe Christian values and assumptions will prevail over the long term. 
They have proven themselves over the course of history, eventually defeating 
even the pagan world of the Greeks and Romans, but this didn’t happen overnight. 
It took patience on the part of the Christians, trusting that God is in charge no 
matter what they saw in their particular day. 
 
Today, love of country means patiently trusting God while we seek to live as 
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. It means, like God, allowing people to take 
paths that we know are not the best for them, because we recognize that real life 
change is a matter of the heart, a matter of becoming persuaded. The best 
thing we can do for our country and others is to embody the way of life that 
flows from our commitment to Jesus Christ. It’s in this way we can show     
others the truth that Jesus is indeed the path to lasting peace and true prosperity, a 
prosperity that begins in the soul. 
 
Praying God’s best for you and for our country! 



at SALEM CHURCH 

THE THURSDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY will be held at 6:30pm in person in 
the church conference room, with fellowship time from 6:00-6:30pm.  The study 
will start at 6:30pm and will also be livestreamed at the link   
https://www.facebook.com/SalemChurchDarmstadt/.  The study is over      
Sunday’s lectionary passage. 
 
THE CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Monday, July 12th at 6:00pm. 
 
THE MEN’S BIBLE STUDY & BREAKFAST will be at the church in the     
conference room at 8:00am on Saturday, July 17th.  Breakfast will be provided.  
The men will be continuing their study of the Holy Land Revealed. 
 

THERE WILL BE A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING IN THE 
SANCTUARY ON JULY 18TH  immediately following the 
8:00am service and another immediately following the 10:00am 
service to discuss church roof repairs.  Agendas for the meetings 
are the same.  There will be no 11:30am service that Sunday to 
encourage member attendance at the meetings.   

 
ECHO ARTICLES ARE DUE on Thursday, July 22nd. 
 
THERE WILL BE NO SENIOR CENTER IN JULY. 
 
AUDIO/VIDEO VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY FOR THE 10:00am          
SERVICE!  The Council is looking to re-form the A/V team for the 10:00am   
service going forward.  We will be simplifying the format of the Facebook 
livestream and providing training on the process.  If this service opportunity is 
one that you feel a calling and ability to volunteer, please contact Mike Lynn at 
mlynn62@sbcglobal.net. 
 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A FEW PEOPLE who would like to research and 
discuss missionaries that the church could support.  If you are interested, please 
contact Jean Baresic at 812-480-9616 or baresic.jean@gmail.com. 
 

THERE ARE SURVEYS IN THE NARTHEX regarding your 
offering and communion preferences.  Please fill one out and put 
it in the offering plate or contact a council member.  If you need 
one emailed to you, please contact the church office at 812-867-
3142 or salemdarmstadt@gmail.com. 
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THE WOMEN’S GUILD will not have meetings in 
July or August. 
 
THE PRAYER GROUP is meeting at church in the 
conference room at 6:30pm on Wednesdays.  We 
will also continue the online option for those you 
can’t make it in person.  If you would like the link 
for the online option, please email Pastor David at 
salempastor@gmail.com. 
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Hi all, I wanted to update you on 
the most recent development and 
how it came to be. There have 
been a lot of major issues/
dysfunction on my team. I've been 
in talks with PI Thailand leadership 
and the US side. I've gone through 
multiple long processes with      
multiple levels of leadership above 
the team leaders. I was asked to 
write out my concerns. I just      
received the final verdict, which 
was that leadership doesn't agree 
with my concerns and no changes 
will be made. I am off the team 
and can't return to Bee Creek. 
Which is really sad and              
disappointing and hard and       
confusing. I thought I'd be there 
for years to come and had 
reached the point where I was 
making significant progress in     
language and relationships. This is 
not the outcome I was hoping for. I 
had hoped to be in Bee Creek for 
years and leave when there were 
established churches. 
 

I want to really thank you all for 
your prayers and support over the 
past years. It really made a        
difference for me personally. As I 
think sadly about leaving friends in 
Thailand, I'm so grateful that you 
have been praying for them too! I 
trust it will not be wasted and God 
will work, even if I don't get to be 
there to see it. I will continue to be 
praying for them and would be so 
grateful for your prayers. 

  
Please pray. . . 
-For God's glory to be spread and 
his name worshipped in Bee 
Creek and Isaan, where less than 
1/10 of 1% know Jesus. He's    
worthy! 
-For the team I am leaving. 

-For me as I continue to process all 
of this. It's been a rough few months 
working though it all and waiting (and 
a rough few years before that on the 
team). I've been sad, hurt, frustrated, 
angry, sad some more, disappointed, 
felt peace, felt uncertainty, hope, joy, 
more sadness. I do feel like it is for 
the best to not be on a team with my 
old Team Leaders though, and that 
I've followed God's leading at each 
step, even if it hasn't always made 
sense to me. I'm trusting God will 
work and has good plans. 
-For wisdom and for God to clearly 
lead. The future is pretty uncertain at 
this point (to me at least). 
-For the details of the trip to say 
goodbye - Covid has been worse in 
Thailand lately & complicates things. 
 

I'll continue to process things, but as 
I look back over my time in Bee 
Creek, there is a lot to be thankful for 
in the midst of all the hard. God     
definitely provided relationships and 
open doors. God gave me the      
ability to learn the language decently 
well. God protected me from a lot of 
things. Apart from the team issues 
and the sad/unexpected ending, 
which was largely out of my control, I 
really don't have any regrets. I'm left 
trusting, or at least trying to trust, that 
God has a purpose in it all, that    
nothing will be impossible with God, 
and he can work good out of a 
messy broken situation. 

 

Love, Danielle  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSalemChurchDarmstadt%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce8e2e10eed514748958a08d7c76b249e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637197136568786301&sdata=wVkVMn9DZvlJoCEnTOSfp5%2B03oN
mailto:mlynn62@sbcglobal.net
mailto:salempastor@gmail.com
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USHERS  (8am and 10am) 
  
4—Team 13:  Wilbur Krohn, Kent Mann, Randy Kron, Rick Johnson, Dee 
 Ann Johnson, and Dennis Schuck 
 8am: Team 4—Rico and Connie Salvat 
 
 
11—Team 14:  Bruce Balsdon (Capt.), Debbie Balsdon, Bart Willner, Jim 
 Daum, Eric Feil, Warren Hill, and Chris Baumgart 
 8am: Team 5—Lee and Rhonda Slater 
 
 

18—Team 15:  John Gross (Capt.), Donna Gross, Jeff Day, Kathy Day, Ric 
 Grant, Terri Grant, and Lee Slater  
 8am: Team 6—Richard and Susan Straub 
 
 

25—Team 16:  Julie Mann (Capt.) and the Senior Youth 
 8am: Team 7—John and Della Stock 

 
The Nursery and Junior Church will begin again in the fall.   

           
We will not have Audio/Visual people or Greeters at this time. 

Ministry Schedules 

        FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 

On behalf of our entire team at Tri-State Food Bank, we wish to express 
our sincere appreciation for your $1,835.00 gift. 
 

Over the course of a year, Tri-State Food Bank supplies food to over 240 
hunger relief programs throughout our 33-county service area.  Over 12 
million meals are provided through our network of food pantries, soup 
kitchens, senior meal programs, mobile food distributions, and Weekend 
BackPack program.  And it is through the tireless efforts of our friends—
their ongoing financial support, and thousands of volunteer hours—that we 
are able to make a real difference here in the Tri-State. 
 

Thank you for playing such a vital role in our mission to end hunger in our 
community, especially during this time of crisis surrounding the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Glenn Roberts, Executive Director 
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Donation Given in Memory of Arla Akin by:  
 
Gerald and Helen Akin  

MEMORIAL DONATIONS TO SALEM 
   

More details to come 

SPECIAL MUSIC is needed beginning July 11th until August 29th.  You can 
sign up by calling 812-867-3142, emailing salemdarmstadt@gmail.com, or you 
can sign up on the sheet outside the church office.  Please let us know if you will 
be singing or playing an instrument, the title/composer of your selection, and the 
date you would like to perform.  Thank you for sharing your talent! 

A Note From Pastoral Relations 
 
The Pastoral Relations Committee acts as a liaison between the Congregation and 
our Pastor, enabling each to provide feedback, encouragement and ideas.  We 
hold an annual meeting each December but don’t want to miss an opportunity to 
communicate throughout the year.  All comments are welcomed and may be 
shared by name or anonymously.  Warren Hill, 812-319-4090 or                    
mwpxports@msn.com; Dan Alcorn, 812-480-9295 or alcorn.dan@gmail.com; 
and Debbie Balsdon. 812-205-8339 or balsdon@att.net.  Thank you! 

mailto:mwpxports@msn.com
mailto:alcorn.dan@gmail.com
mailto:balsdon@att.net
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To the members of Salem Church of Darmstadt, 

I hope this message finds you happy, healthy, and cool this summer. 

In continuing effort to enhance security at Salem Church the council has proposed 
to install electronic locks on two doors on the church.  This will allow for greater 
awareness as to who is coming into the building while staff is in the building and 
help ensure the buildings are secure.  As a church of volunteers, we want          
everyone who needs access to do church business to have it.  The Council has had 
a plan for some time but postponed the conversation for Covid response we all are 
still living through; and want to hear the thoughts of church members. 

One option is to install an electronic lock on the door to the fellowship hall      
entrance and the parish hall entrance.  Once inside all doors to the outside could 
be opened as needed.   The locks will be controlled by a key fob, similar as to 
what car keys have become, or security card.  Using a fob style key will allow the 
church staff to know when someone is in the building and for control, if the fob is 
lost or stolen that fob could be deactivated until found. Otherwise to guarantee 
safety, once a key is missing, the locks would have to be replaced and new keys 
distributed to everyone who needs them.   

What has highlighted the need for the change is church staff has arrived for work 
to find doors unlocked. And there have been times when, through the course of 
the day, staff has been surprised to find someone in the hallways.  Thankfully, 
most of the time it has been someone there to do church business, but it could 
have been something nefarious just the same.  Again, the staff will be able to    
detect when a lock has been released allowing them to know someone is in the 
building before they make it to the office, if at all.  In addition, the new system 
would protect all of our church assets from being stolen if doors remain unlocked 
or propped open.  Pre-COVID, church groups were repeatedly asked to lock up & 
signs were put up, and the doors were still left unlocked.  As the state gets back to 
normal, use of the fellowship hall will most likely increase to it former usage. 
Plus, there are a lot of keys floating around and we have no idea who has them.  

Our church cannot function without the support of our members who volunteer 
their time and talent.  Very few of the members who keep our church building in 
clean and good condition get paid.  It is imperative that the volunteers keep doing 
the work they have chosen to do.  The Council’s hope is that proposing a change 
to address these issues will not cause any ill feelings, and everyone will continue 
pulling in the same direction for Christ. 

Again, increasing security for the building and our staff is the main driver for the 
proposed entry plan.  It will be costly; older quotes put it around $12,000 to install 
and distribute the fobs.  My personal hesitation is it potentially will be off putting 
to some and cause volunteers to quit doing the work that is vital for Salem Church 
of Darmstadt.  This note is only to start the conversation, and to spend this level of 
funding we would have a church meeting.  Please feel free to let myself or other 
Council members know your thoughts, as we strive to do what is best for the 
church and its members. 

Thank you,  

Jason Smith 
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I am excited to share that because of your support, more hardworking, low-
income families in Vanderburgh and Posey counties will soon be getting some 
very good news — they will become Habitat homeowners in 2021! 
 
With homes currently under construction and more home construction starting in 
the new year, your gift of $1,550 came at just the right time. 
 
As families continue to endure financial hardships because of COVID-19, and 
while the gap between wages and affordable housing continues to grow in      
Vanderburgh and Posey counties, now more than ever local low-income families 
need your help.  Thank you for stepping up to give more local families a hand 
up—not a hand out.  With your support, Habitat partner families can invest in 
themselves and their futures by working alongside our volunteers to build and buy 
their very own homes. 
 
We couldn’t accomplish our mission—to help local families build strength,      
stability and independence—without you.  Thank you for helping hardworking 
families realize a dream they never thought possible. . .they will become      
homeowners! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Holly M. Edmond 
Director of Development 

We want to take the time to say “Thank you!” for your involvement with           
Operation Christmas Child.  Due to the partnership of churches like yours,    
16,118 shoe box gifts were collected this past year in our area alone.  That’s 
16,118 opportunities to share the Good News of Jesus with children around the 
world!  This is a critical part of the 9,113,853 million gifts that were collected 
worldwide.  7,809,410 shoebox gifts were collected in the United States.  
Every shoe box gift, which becomes a Gospel Opportunity, is so important. 
 
You may also be encouraged to know that through the gifts collected in all shoe 
box sending countries, a total of more than 9 million hurting children will receive a  
gift, have the opportunity to hear the Gospel, and many will have the chance to 
connect with a local church for on-going follow up and discipleship. 
 
Please join with us as we continue to pray for the safe arrival of gifts and God’s 
blessing on the distributions that are taking place.  May He use these Gospel   
Opportunities and local churches to bring many children to faith in Jesus Christ.  
May your involvement with Operation Christmas Child continue to be a blessing to 
you and your church in the coming year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bob and Linda Schneider 
Church Relations Coordinators 
Southwestern IN OCC Area Team 
 

“Together, all of us as one body, can and will accomplish what God has ordained us to do.” 
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The Adult Sunday School class would like to express their thanks for the 
lovely new room.  The atmosphere is great and so much better for those 

of us who have difficulty with stairs.  
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Vacation Bible 
School 
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Our Rocky Railway Vacation Bible School was amazing!  We had about 32 
kids with us as we navigated some tricky topics and learned how to TRUST 

JESUS as he helps us do hard things, helps us be bold, gives us hope, helps 
us be good friends, and lets us live forever.  The kids were all so excited each 

night to come to VBS, and we couldn’t do it without all of our wonderful      
volunteers.  Thank you so much to the Women’s Guild for providing the meals 
each night, which were heartily enjoyed by all.  Thanks to those who sent in 
cookies and prayed for a successful VBS.  And we truly appreciate all the 

group leaders and station leaders for their enthusiasm as they led the        
children through the nightly activities. It’s wonderful to see the growing faith of 

the children, and we pray that he will continue this good work in their lives. 
 

Pam Schuck and Holly Pugh 


