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Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom (Psalm 90:12 NIV). 

 
With the beginning of a new year, I’m reminded of the hymn lyrics, “Time, like an 
ever rolling stream, Bears all its sons away; They fly, forgotten, as a dream Dies at 
the opening day” (from “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”). 

 
That hymn, written by Isaac Watts in 1719 and based on Psalm 90, gives expression 
both to the brevity of life, with its feeling of the march of time, and to the only 
source of real peace and security. With every new year we have the opportunity to 
take up the counsel of Psalm 90 and reflect on the brevity of our lives. 

 
A heart of wisdom recognizes the brevity of life and seeks to focus on that 
which really matters. Jesus is the one who tells us what matters. He says, “Store 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:20), and St. Paul says that only 
three things really last, “faith, hope, and love” (1 Corinthians 13:13). 

 
This year our goal should be to grow in these things that last, these things that get 
stored up in heaven. We should seek to grow in faith. We should commit to put 
ourselves in the place where we are promised to be given faith. In our church we call 
these things means of grace--most simply the word centered in Christ and the       
sacraments presenting him to us and in which he’s promised to be present. 

 
Our growth in faith leads to a life of love. Faith begins to motivate us to want to 
be like Christ and produces in us the character of Christ, the fruit of the Spirit. The 
more we act in love, even in the face of opposition, the more our character is        
transformed, and we see the lasting change. It’s this lasting change that Paul says 
is the cause of our hope (Romans 5:4). Why? Because we recognize God’s eternal 
purpose is to make us like his Son. We are to be drawn up into that relationship 
which is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and which never ends. 

 
That hope is an anchor for our souls (Hebrews 6:19); that is, in the fast-moving 
stream of life, with all its ups and downs, we are secure in the knowledge of our 
eternal destiny. Nothing in this life is certain. Everything can change in an instant, 
but everything done in faith will last forever. 

 
My prayer for you in this new year is that you would grow in the assurance of things 
hoped for. My prayer is that you would grow faith! 

 
New Year’s Blessings! 



at SALEM CHURCH 

 
CONFIRMATION CLASSES are being held online on Wednesdays at 5:00pm. 

 
THURSDAY NIGHT LIVE-STREAM BIBLE STUDY is held on                
Thursdays at 6:30pm.  The study is over the lectionary passage for 
that Sunday.  The link is https://www.facebook.com/
SalemChurchDarmstadt/. 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Friday, January 1st for New Year’s 
Day and also on Monday, January 18th for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
 

THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION will meet on Sunday, January 3rd 
at 12:45pm.  All current members and those nominated are encouraged to attend. 
 
THE CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Monday, January 11th at 6:00pm. 
 
THE MEN’S BIBLE STUDY & BREAKFAST will be going virtual for their 
meeting on Saturday, January 16th at 8:00am.  The link will be emailed out closer 
to the meeting date.  You don't need to be on Facebook to join. All you need is a 
computer, smart phone, or tablet with a web browser. You don't even need a   
camera, though it would be nice to see everyone’s face. A mic is all you need to 
interact. Even if you don't have a mic, you can interact by typing a chat message 
to the group. The men will be continuing their study of the Holy Land Revealed. 
 
ECHO ARTICLES ARE DUE on Wednesday, January 20th. 

 
THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be 
held immediately following the 10:00am service on Sunday, 
January 24th.  There will be no 8:00am service or 11:30am 
service that Sunday to encourage member attendance at the 
meeting.  We are planning to have both the church service 
and the congregational meeting in the Fellowship Hall.  In 

order to have a quorum, we will be broadcasting the meeting over our radio      
station 87.9FM if you would like to drive-in and participate (submit questions   
and vote) from the parking lot.  The back-up date will be January 31st.  Please 
join us for this meeting on January 24th so we will have a quorum.  Annual 
reports will be available in the Narthex and Fellowship Hall on Sunday,    
January 17th.   
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THE PRAYER GROUP is meeting at church in the 
Fellowship Hall at 6:30pm on Wednesdays.  Social 
distancing is practiced and face masks are           
encouraged.  The prayer group welcomes anyone 
who would like to join us in prayer.  They will also 
be continuing the Messenger Rooms group as well 
for those who are not comfortable meeting in       
person.  If you would like to be added to the group 
meeting online, please email Pastor David at                               
salempastor@gmail.com. 
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...Who would have thought? 

2020 has been full of change for many of us. It 

is easy to fall into the misconception that things 

will continue on just as they always have. I am 

reminded of Jesus' words: 

Matthew 24:36 “However, no one knows the day or hour when 

these things will happen… 37 “When the Son of Man returns, it 

will be like it was in Noah’s day. 38 In those days before the flood, 

the people were enjoying banquets and parties and weddings 

right up to the time Noah entered his boat. 39 People didn’t        

realize what was going to happen until the flood came and swept 

them all away. That is the way it will be when the Son of Man 

comes. 40 “Two men will be working together in the field; one will 

be taken, the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding flour at 

the mill; one will be taken, the other left. 42 “So you, too, must 

keep watch! For you don’t know what day your Lord is coming. 

[New Living Translation]  

 

There is no firm ground - no anchor - in life apart from God, and He 

has told us that there will be both good and challenging times. Our job 

is not to settle down into supposed stability and self-confidence, it is to 

be about the Father's business no matter what is going on around us. 

 

2020 was a wakeup call to remember what is important and what will 

endure eternally. The impending hope for a vaccine and return to 

"normal" life should not once again lull us into believing this life offers 

permanence. We lost people in our city to an earthquake recently and 

some of you have lost family to other causes this past year. 

 

From Jesus' message I take it we are to: Be watchful / Be ready      

ourselves / and to Be part of the solution pointing others to the only 

One who can bring stability and peace within. With that as the goal, 

may 2021 bring us all closer to Him and the day of His coming again. 

And may we join Him in helping others prepare for the day when they, 

like each of us, will meet our Maker face-to-face.  
 

Thoughts from Dr. Randy Smith 

Our newest missionary abroad 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSalemChurchDarmstadt%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce8e2e10eed514748958a08d7c76b249e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637197136568786301&sdata=wVkVMn9DZvlJoCEnTOSfp5%2B03oN
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSalemChurchDarmstadt%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce8e2e10eed514748958a08d7c76b249e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637197136568786301&sdata=wVkVMn9DZvlJoCEnTOSfp5%2B03oN
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USHERS  (8am and 10am) 
  
 
3—Team 12:  David Rohner (Capt.), Eldon Scott, Margi Scott, Harold Mann, 
 Vanessa Akin, Marlin Kissel, and Dave Lundy 
 8am: Team 3—Terry and Barb Huber 
 
 
10—Team 13:  David Waters (Capt.), Wilbur Krohn, Kent Mann, Randy 
 Kron, Rick Johnson, Dee Ann Johnson, and Dennis Schuck 
 8am: Team 4—Rico and Connie Salvat 
 
 
17—Team 14:  Bruce Balsdon (Capt.), Debbie Balsdon, Bart Willner, Jim 
 Daum, Eric Feil, Warren Hill, and Chris Baumgart 
 8am: Team 5—Lee and Rhonda Slater 
 
 
24—Team 15:  John Gross (Capt.), Donna Gross, Jeff Day, Kathy Day, Ric 
 Grant, Terri Grant, and Lee Slater 
 8am: Team 6—Richard and Susan Straub 
 
 
31—Team 16:  Julie Mann (Capt.) and the Senior Youth 
 8am: Team 7—John and Della Stock 
 
 
 
 
 

The Nursery and Junior Church will not operate as long as there are 
social distancing guidelines in place.   

           
 
 
         

We will not have Audio/Visual people or Greeters at this time. 

Ministry Schedules 

       FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 
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THERE WILL BE NO SENIOR CENTER OR WOMEN’S GUILD MEETING 
IN JANUARY. 
 
TO GET CREDIT FOR YOUR DONATION IN 2020 — all donations must be in 
or postmarked by December 31, 2020.  — Lori, Accounting 

 
ALL TREASURER’S AND SECRETARY’S YEAR END REPORTS 
must be turned in to the church office by Saturday, January 2nd -- and 
anything sooner will be greatly appreciated.  Thank you to all of you 
who have already turned in your reports.  This includes ALL of 
Salem’s organizations.  This will help me get the year end reports 
ready to be handed out as soon as possible so that they can be taken 

home for your review in plenty of time for the annual congregational meeting.  
You may email them to salemdarmstadt@gmail.com, or place them in the          
secretary’s church mailbox.  Thank you! 

 
JOIN THE SECRET SISTERS AND JOIN THE FUN.   
Maybe you haven't done this before, or took time off and would 
like to join in again.  Since many of us are not attending in  
person services we will not hand out signup forms this 
year.  Please call 812-768-5099 (Eldon's phone) or email us at 

oldcoots2@yahoo.com to be included.  Let us know if you prefer a form sent  
email or snail mail and you can return it by JANUARY 24 the same way.  This is 
just for fun, we do NOT meet every month, but try to get together once in the    
summer and again in January when we reveal who has been our sister all year.  The 
form gives information like birthday, anniversary dates and preferences on color 
etc.  With this information we are able to buy small gifts throughout the 
year.  These are left in the church office and that will be where you receive 
yours.  Some people prefer to send things in the mail, and sometimes a simple card 
may seem the best option.  The special thing to me is the place to list areas in your 
life where you want special prayers.  It is a great comfort to know someone is   
secretly praying for me throughout the year.   - Margi Scott 

Even though we may not be able to celebrate in person, we are so blessed to be 
able to celebrate special days with church members by showering them with 

cards!   
 
MARILYN WEISMAN IS TURNING 80 YEARS OLD on Wednesday, January 

13th!  Her address is 17105 N St. Joseph Ave, Evansville, IN 47725. 

mailto:oldcoots2@yahoo.com
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On December 13th, we had our 
first-ever video Christmas Play, 

and it was amazing!  A very 
special thank you to Sue       
Peterson for writing and         

directing the play.  We also    
appreciate the parents who     

worked with their children to 
record the videos.  Thank you to 

Dave Lundy for putting the   
video together and also to Pastor 

David for serving as technical 
director. 

THANK YOU TO THE CHILDREN 
FOR ALL OF YOUR HARD WORK! 
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If you would like to send our shut-ins a card or drop them a note, 
they would greatly appreciate it!   

 
Jan Stobbs    Christopher Bassemier 
1200 W Buena Vista Rd, Apt 114  25 S Boehne Camp Rd, Room 231 
Evansville, IN  47710-5180  Evansville, IN  47712-3101 
 

Shirley Grossman   Rev. Bill Tollas 
3331 Drake Drive   1200 W Buena Vista Rd, Apt 219 
Evansville, IN  47715-3087  Evansville, IN  47710-5181 
 

Doris Buehler    Jean Johns 
760 Cordova Lane   Alois Alzheimer Center 
Lenair City, TN  37771-6801  70 Damon Rd 
     Cincinnati, OH  45218-1041 
Larry Krack    
5801 Highway 66   
Poseyville, IN 47633-8821 

Pioneers missionaries are going to the corners of the earth to reach people who 
want to know more about the God of the Bible.  Progress is slow and sometimes 
dangerous.  But God is making a way through the internet, and in a time where 
everything has gone virtual, He is using online outreach to impact every region of 
the world! 
 
In the past 30 days, we have reached 1.7 million people through Facebook ads 
and received more than 1,100 forms requesting to connect with a responder.  
There also have been 44 Bible downloads and more than 2,000 people in active 
contact with our responders. 
 
Pioneers missionaries are continuing to learn how to use websites and social     
media for outreach, and Pioneers is expanding these successful digital media    
outreach strategies around the globe.  Our goal by 2025 is for a quarter of our 340 
missionary teams to have digital media strategies that connect them with more 
people. 
 
Thank you for your donation! 
 
Serving with you, 
Steve Richardson 
Pioneers 

*This is for our yearly $2,000 
contribution plus $520 for our 
special offering for missionary 
Danielle Winslow in Thailand. 
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS TO SALEM 

Donation Given in Memory of Allan Fesmire by:  
 

Margi and Eldon Scott 

 
Donation Given in Memory of Henry Schillinger by:  
 

Gary and Diane Wire 
Lesley and Dennis Nettles and family 
Leah and Kris Mowrer and family 

Thank you fellow members of Salem: 
 
Thanks to each of you for remembering me with get well 
cards when I had my Thyroid Surgery and the 35 days of 
radiation treatment.  I really appreciated all the personal 
notes written in the cards.  It made my days much       
brighter.  I am recovering at home. 
                 Iris Mann 

Dear Salem Church of Darmstadt, 
 
In Ukraine, a man overheard some American women talking on the street  
corner 20 years ago and struck up a conversation with them.  These MTW 
missionaries went on to invite him to an English Bible study.  He was          
convinced that the Bible was full of fairy tales, but he was interested in        
improving his English, so he accepted their invitation.  Over the following 
months, he challenged everything they taught him.  Still, he returned, all the 
while playing devil’s advocate with them. 
 
Clearly, however, something was going on in the man’s heart—he protested 
too much and seemed to be fighting something or Someone.  Eventually he 
surrendered to the loving, grace-filled invitation from the One who created 
him.  A few years later the former skeptic became ordained as a minister in 
the fledgling Presbyterian denomination MTW helped start.  To this day he 
continues to be one of the most caring shepherds in the church, with a fierce 
passion for the gospel and people. 
 
What a great reminder that seeds planted long ago can bear fruit for decades.  
Your gifts to MTW help plant, water, and grow God’s work around the world.  
Thank you. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Lloyd Kim     
Coordinator, Mission to the World 

*This is for our yearly $2,000 
contribution for missionaries 
Jon and Katie in South Asia. 
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Daniel Mishler and Markus Peterson   
provided the live portion of the play. 
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A big thank 
you to our 
musicians 

for 
sharing 

their voices 
and their 
talent! 

SALEM CHURCH 

AT CHRISTMAS 

Page 8 


