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Advent and Christmastime are special seasons at Salem. There’s the    
beauty of the decorations in the sanctuary, the beauty of Christmas        
anthems and carols, and, most importantly, the beauty of the story of who 
God is for us as revealed in the coming of Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
Here we encounter THE great truth about God, God is love. This is the 
Christian claim. We agree with other religions and philosophers when they 
say God is all powerful and all knowing and all present. The apostle said 
these things are knowable from the creation (Romans 1:20). 
 
What is not so clear, because it is obscured by our sin and our being       
alienated from God, is that God is love. It’s here that we need the help of 
special revelation. God must make it plain to us, and he did so by sending his 
Son. “Unto you is born this day … a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 
2.11 KJV). 
 
This is why we celebrate, and why we give gifts at this time, we’re              
celebrating the love that reaches out to us in Christ and we’re seeking to 
express that kind of love with our own lives. 
 
I encourage you to get caught up in the spirit of the season. Let the message 
of the gospel carry you along to a life of love and good deeds. Give of      
yourself to everyone around you, as you draw on the love that embraces you 
in Christ. 
 
May your home activities and traditions convey to you and your family 
the real meaning of this season. May everything from baking Christmas 
cookies to watching Christmas movies spur you to contemplate the joyous 
good news that is the inspiration for this time of the year. And may your 
life reflect the hope that is ours as Christians, “And man will live forever more 
Because of Christmas day” (lyrics from Mary’s Boy Child). 
 
Advent and Christmas Blessings to You All! 



at SALEM CHURCH 

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING – Salem’s annual budget meeting 
is planned for Sunday, December 5th following the 10:00am service 
in the sanctuary. There will be no 8:00am service or 11:30am service 
that Sunday to encourage member attendance at the meeting.  We 
want to start getting back to our normal meeting formats.  If things 

change due to COVID, we will make appropriate accommodations.  Please join 
us for this meeting on 12/5 so we will have a quorum.  Copies of the budget 
will be available in the Narthex and Fellowship Hall entrance.  If you are   
unable to pick up a copy of the budget, please call or email the church office and 
a one can be mailed or emailed to you. 
 
THE WOMEN’S GUILD will be meeting on Tuesday, December 7th at 9:30am. 
 
THE SR YOUTH will be meeting at the church from 6:00-7:30pm on Sunday, 
December 12th.  They are doing a mystery dinner and will have a candy cane theme 
for the evening.  
 
THE CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Monday, December 13th at 6:00pm. 
 
ECHO ARTICLES ARE DUE on Friday, December 17th. 
 
MEN’S CHRISTMAS GATHERING/BREAKFAST —        
Attention Men: We wish to invite all men to a Men’s Christmas 
get together.  Feel free to invite your fathers, sons, neighbors, 
and friends to this get together.  We will meet on December 18th 
at 8:00 AM in the Church Fellowship Hall.  We will serve Doughnuts, Muffins, 
Coffee, and Juice.  Join us for fellowship and rejoicing.  To ensure we get an   
approximate count of attendees, please send an email or text to Tim Pohl by    
December 17th.  Tim Pohl’s email is tapohl@frontier.com or text 812-228-6627. 
 

We are also asking if you wish to contribute to the Dream Center Angel Project 
please do so by December 5th.  Details are on page 6 in this Echo.  
 
THE PRAYER GROUP is meeting at church in the conference room at 6:30pm 
on Wednesdays.  We also have the online option for those you can’t make it in 
person.  If you would like the link for the online option, please email Pastor David 
at salempastor@gmail.com. 
 
THERE WILL BE NO PRAYER GROUP on Wednesday, December 22nd or 
Wednesday, December 29th.  
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ONLINE ADVENT BIBLE 
STUDY - Join us each Thursday in 
the weeks leading up to Christmas 
for our online Advent Bible Study. 
It will be livestreamed at 6:30pm on December 2nd, 
9th, and 16th, and the link is https://
www.facebook.com/SalemChurchDarmstadt/.    
The study will be over the lectionary passage for 
that Sunday. 

this month 
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Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you for your gift of $1,070.00 for Hurricane Ida Response to the ministry 
of Samaritan’s Purse. 
 

Your support equips us to provide life-saving aid and the reassurance of God’s 
loving care for people in desperate situations.   
 

For example, we recently deployed our DC-8 cargo plane, filled with 19 tons of 
emergency supplies, to help meet the needs of families who were evacuated from              
Afghanistan.  Our teams distributed blankets and hygiene supplies, provided     
medical care, and met other urgent needs — all in Jesus’ Name. 
 

I am so grateful for your steadfast support, which helps Samaritan’s Purse offer 
comfort and hope to hurting people.  “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. . .who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be 
able to comfort those who are in any trouble” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).  May God 
bless you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Franklin Graham 

Dear Salem Church of Darmstadt, 
 
When Tim, a missionary in Thailand, pulled up Psalm 19 on his phone in the    
native dialect of a Muslim refugee, the man was surprised.  The dialect meant 
everything to him.  The men met two years ago when the refugee was detained in 
Bangkok’s immigration detention center.  Tim visited him weekly to take             
supplemental food and visit through two chain-linked partitions.  They talked and 
prayed about the day they  might be able to sit and drink tea outside of that         
detention center. 
 
Tim brought that up to him during a morning run in the park recently.  “Remember 
how we prayed about being able to run together?  And now here we are, out     
running!  God answered our prayers!”  The detained refugee was released on bail 
a few months ago.  He has been attending church and started studying the       
Gospel of Mark with a few others.  After their morning run, they took turns reading 
Psalm 19 aloud from Tim’s phone, each in his own language.  Please pray as this 
man encounters Jesus in the Gospels. 
 
Your faithful gifts to Mission to the World help missionaries teach the Word of God 
and pave a way for men and women to know Christ personally. 
 
In Christ, 
 

Lloyd Kim      *We donated $2000 for Jon and Katie B — missionaries to Thailand. 

mailto:tapohl@frontier.com
mailto:salempastor@gmail.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSalemChurchDarmstadt%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce8e2e10eed514748958a08d7c76b249e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637197136568786301&sdata=wVkVMn9DZvlJoCEnTOSfp5%2B03oN
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSalemChurchDarmstadt%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce8e2e10eed514748958a08d7c76b249e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637197136568786301&sdata=wVkVMn9DZvlJoCEnTOSfp5%2B03oN
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USHERS  (8am and 10am) 
  
5—Team 11:  Brad Willner (Capt.), Collin Wilzbacher, Charles Farney, Sue 
 Peterson, Dan Alcorn, Alan Wilzbacher, and Stewart Hall 
 
 
12—Team 12:  David Rohner (Capt.) Eldon Scott, Margi Scott, Harold Mann, 
 Vanessa Akin, Marlin Kissel, and Dave Lundy 
 8am: Team 6—Richard and Susan Straub 
 
 
19—Team 15:  John Gross (Capt.), Donna Gross, Jeff Day, Kathy Day, Ric  
 Grant, Terri Grant, and Lee Slater  
 8am: Team 3—Terry and Barb Huber 
 
 
24—Christmas Eve Services — Church Council 
 
 
26—Team 14:  Bruce Balsdon (Capt.), Debbie Balsdon, Bart Willner, Jim 
 Daum, Eric Feil, Warren Hill, and Chris Baumgart 
 8am: Team 4—Rico and Connie Salvat 

 
JUNIOR CHURCH 
  

             5 Holly Pugh 
           12 No Jr Church—Christmas Play 
           19 Nichole Alcorn 
           26 Lori Feil 

            
We will not have Nursery Attendants or Greeters at this time, but we 

are planning to open the Nursery back up in January. 

Ministry Schedules 

        FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 

Thank you to the congregation for donations to our recent special offering and 
missions. We collected $1,542 for Pastor Appreciation!  And we received 258 
boxes of stuffing mix for the Evansville Rescue Mission and 28 shoeboxes for 

Operation Christmas Child (not counting any that were done online). 
Thank you so much for your generosity!  
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THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED on Friday, December 24th for the 
Christmas holiday.  Please turn in all announcements by Tuesday, December 21st.  

 

CHRISTMAS EVE — WE WILL HAVE CANDLELIGHT            
SERVICES AT 5:00pm & 7:00pm — Once more we are 
offering 2 Christmas Eve services. Both will include the 
singing of carols, the reading of the Christmas story, sharing 
in the Lord’s supper, and the symbolic passing of the light 

of Christ.  The Salem Sanctuary Choir will be singing at the 7pm service and   
special music will be featured at the 5pm.  We look forward to sharing with you 
the celebration of the birth of our Lord.  Special Music is needed for the 5pm 
Service - please contact the church office if you would like to do special music.
  

POINSETTIA PLANTS may be picked up after the 7:00pm Christmas Eve        
Candlelight Service if you purchased one.  
 
THERE WILL BE NO SENIOR CENTER IN DECEMBER. 
 
ALL TREASURER’S AND SECRETARY’S YEAR END REPORTS must be 
turned in to the church office by Sunday, January 2nd -- and anything sooner will 
be greatly appreciated.  This includes ALL of Salem’s organizations.  This will 
help us get the year-end reports ready to be handed out as soon as possible so that 
they can be taken home for your review in plenty of time for the annual              
congregational meeting on January 23rd.  You can email them to                    
salemdarmstadt@gmail.com or place them in the secretary’s church mailbox.  
Thank you! 
 
TO GET CREDIT FOR YOUR DONATION IN 2021 — all donations must be in 
or post marked by December 31, 2021.   Lori, Accounting 
 

NEW!  Each week we’ll be providing a QR Code in the bulletin 
that can be scanned by your smartphone.  For most phones, you 
can open your camera app, hold it over the QR Code, and a link 
will pop up that you can click on.  It will send you directly to that 
week’s sermon outline for you to follow along during the sermon 
or to reference afterward. The QR Code provided here will take 

you to the webpage with a list of all available sermon outlines. You can also     
access them from your computer by going to https://salemdarmstadt.org/sermons/. 

The kids of Salem Church are proud to present  
THE SYMBOLS OF CHRISTMAS 

at all the worship services on Sunday, December 12th 
 

Each family will tell about a different Christmas symbol 
and what it means. The ornaments, stars, even the        

cookies?  Who knows what we will find out! 

 
           We hope it helps you celebrate the real reason for the season! 

https://salemdarmstadt.org/sermons/
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS TO SALEM 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Marvin Zwahlen by:  
 
Dan, Mary, and Steve Traylor  Bobbie Hudson    
Mike and Linda Thomas & Family Harold and Iris Mann   
David and Janeece Rohner  Betty Krietemeyer   
Jim and Robin Schmidt   Robert and Patty Goodson  
Eric and Cathie Cure   Mark and Carolyn Bittner 
Randy Kiesel    Sharon Krack    
Paul and Patty Maurer    Lillian Gerichs 
Daniel and Mary Hoffherr  Edward and Linda Bittner 
David and Diana Skinner   Linda Winchell 
Randy and Joyce Kron   Heuring Crop Insurance Inc 
John and Gail Maurer   Robert and Tom Kissel 
Kim Fruit    Mary Kay Elpers 
Larry and Carol Peckenpaugh & Family Les and Susan Rudisill 
Lance and Kay Richardt   Glenda Hauschild 
Rose Reuter    John and Nancy Epperson 
Clare Ellison Rexing   David W. Schmitt 
Ed and Judy Moll   Clero Schmitt & Family 
Andy, Kendra, and Austin Groeninger Pat Trainer 
Larry and Carolyn Elikofer  Sue Boyles 
Chet and Earlean Bittner   Arlene Hartman 
Linda and John Sensmeier & Family Ralph and Kim Gries 
Doug and Kendra Gries & Family  Steve and Diana Stolz 
Rick and Julie Mader   Gerald and Helen Akin 
Susan and Bobby Gourley  Ryan Gourley 
Jon, Aislinn, and Henry Gourley  First National Bank of Allendale 
Diane and Gary Wire   Leah, Kris, Grady, and Mac Mowrer 
Leslie, Dennis, Abby, and Taylor Nettles Jeff and Kathy Day 
Kenny and Cynthia Maasberg  David Ellison 
Kent and Missy Rexing & Family  Marlin and Agnes Kissel 
Mary Farney    Butch and Kittye Kuester 
Shirley Neuber    Rhonda and Lee Slater 
Helen Klueg    Lee and Carol Riggs 
Ed and Betty Wallace   Jim and Cary Fehrenbacher 
Salem Women’s Guild   Virginia Seybold 
Lloyd and Diana Sander   Linda Kron 
Ron and Kaye Paplham   Harold and Mary Zwahlen 
Bruce and Debbie Balsdon  
 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Ruth Ahrens Klingler by:  
 
Edison Klingler 
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Recent update from Dr. Randy & Tammy Smith: God calls each of us to a 
life of trust and flexibility. Recently Tammy and I had just stepped off the     
subway and were walking across a bridge to our part of the city when we saw 
this rainbow. It was a timely reminder for us that God's promises are eternal 
and true, even when we are confused about things. 
 

We wanted to share briefly about a decision we have come to after processing 
several things the past few months. As you know we started off in Southeast 
Asia the beginning of 2020 thinking that is where we would be based for the 
next years...but then Covid came and we were unable to return. So, we       
relocated to the Middle East where we thought we would help locally until our 
original country reopened - something we assumed would happen within 
months...it did not. In fact they are still closed. And, to our dismay, they     
completely revamped the long-term visa program we had been pursuing,   
pricing it way out of our range or desire to entrust that much money to their 
struggling economy (i.e. they raised the monthly income requirements 4-fold). 
 

As we passed the one year mark here in the Middle East, we wondered if God 
was asking us to face up to the fact that we had been relocated not simply due 
to a global pandemic, but by His superintendence in our lives. Although we 
knew that God had clearly "herded" us here by His Spirit, it has been          
incredibly fatiguing mentally and spiritually to let go of what we thought we 
would be doing and to instead embrace what for us is an even tougher       
assignment, primarily due to having to learn a new language (something we 
didn't have to do in the other country). We have moved through various bouts 
of questioning, doubt, depression, and finally acceptance. Thank God people 
have been praying for us and that eventually we reached out to a couple of 
folks to verbally process what we were feeling. 
 

Finally we together decided He is asking us to be here now, to at least base 
out of this country even if we travel to others. Oddly enough healing came as 
acceptance of our situation settled on us. God was and is still in control, and 
we can trust Him even as we remain flexible. 
 

One immediate outcome of this decision had to do with the apartment where 
we live and its furnishings. We live in the apartment of a family whose         
husband was expelled after years serving in the same place and ministry as 
we now do. They can't return, yet their stuff is still here doing them no good in 
their new country. So, we bought their household furnishings to bless and   
release them, and because it was easier than us going out and buying stuff to 
furnish the place.  
 

We also have hired a tutor to take us deeper into the language. It is a long 
road, but I will admit that we are comprehending more than we did a year ago 
and are making some slow progress. 
 

At some point in the coming months our prior country will reopen its borders to 
international travel. When that happens, we will travel back to check in with 
our ministry partners there, do what we can to encourage friends, visit newer 
locations where the gospel has taken root, maybe see some neighboring 
countries, then close up the apartment we still have there - giving some stuff 
away and bringing our personal belongings back. Flexibility...  
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS TO SALEM 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Barb Nussmeier by:  
 
Tom and Kathy Rice 
Bruce and Debbie Balsdon 
Ruth Luker 
Bethany Harper 
 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Gene Kuester by his Estate 

 

 

WAYS TO GIVE THIS SEASON 
 

BOXES FOR OUR SERVICEMEN/SHUT-INS - The Women's 
Guild will again be sending boxes to our servicemen for          
Christmas and delivering cookies to our shut-ins.  We are in need 
of cookies and ask them to be brought to the kitchen on or before 
Tuesday, December 7th at 9:00am.  Please mark the containers 
for "shut-ins" or "servicemen".  
 
DREAM CENTER ANGEL PROJECT — In lieu of a Christmas program for the 
community this year, the Women's Guild decided to be an "Angel" to the Dream 
Center which serves the Jacobsville area.  Monies collected purchase toys, socks 
and underwear.  "Dream Center" parents will be able to purchase these items for 
$1 or $2 and have a joyful Christmas while retaining the dignity of providing/
buying these items for their children.  If anyone in the congregation would also 
like to donate to this project, there are envelopes in the Narthex or you can donate 
online under Special Offerings through December 5. Thank you for your         
consideration for this Christmas project!  

 
THE JUNIOR YOUTH WILL BE COLLECTING HATS AND   
MITTENS for children in need this year.  The collection will start on 
December 1st, and the tree to place your donations is located near the 
elevator in the Fellowship Hall.  Sizes requested range from preschool 
through adult.  These will be distributed to school kids in need within 

the local EVSC.  The last day for collection will be December 24th.  Thank you! 

Dear Salem Friends, 
 Our Zwahlen family is overwhelmed with the outpouring of love and      
concern we received after Marvin’s passing.  We are thankful for all the cards, 
calls, food, & memorial gifts we received.   
 The Women’s Guild prepared a delicious meal.  Pastor David presented a 
very fine tribute to Marvin at the funeral and helped to console all of us.  
 We feel very fortunate to be a part of Salem & to be among such a caring, 
thoughtful congregation.  Thank you all. 
      Darlene & the Zwahlen Family 
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MEDICAL EQUIPMENT CLOSET  
 

Just a reminder that we have various pieces of medical equipment that can be 
checked out at no cost to you, from wheelchairs and crutches to walkers and 
canes.  Please see the complete list below.  If you have a need, please call or 

email the church office and we would be happy to help you! 

 
1 Wheelchair     1 Shoe Horn 
1 Walker with Seat & Handbrakes  1 Male Urinal 
3 Walkers  (1 Extra Set of Walker Tips)  1 Grabber 
3 Canes 
2 Sets of Crutches    1 Pill Slicer 
      1 Shower Handle 
1 Exercise Step 
1 Folding Stride Cycle    2 Assistance Belts 
      1 Unidentified Hand Support 
1 Long-Handled Bath Sponge    
1 Wash Basin     2 Bedside Commodes  
      2 Transfer Benches  
1 Foam “Egg Carton” Seat   2 XL Transfer Benches 
 
1 Medical Alert “Lively Mobile” – Requires Subscription 
 
1 Hinged Knee Brace for Knee Recovery – Ice Packs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you everyone for the kind expressions of appreciation for my       

ministry at Salem. I appreciate the individual notes, cards, gifts, and      

verbal expressions of appreciation, as well as the very generous special 

offering. My side of the family will be having a big family get-together after 

Christmas in the Wisconsin Dells area, and I plan on using your gift to 

help towards those expenses. Thank you so very much! Wishing you 

God’s very best!   Pastor David 
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Jr Youth 
Thanksgiving 
Celebration 


