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School begins this month! Where did the summer go? Of course, 
summer breaks are much shorter than when I was growing up. We 
let out around Memorial Day and didn’t return until after Labor Day. 
Summer seemed to last forever. 
 

With the return of school, I’ve reflected some on my own growing up. Now with 
some years on me I can really see how true it is that “well begun is half done”.  I 
was blessed to attend an excellent elementary school in a suburb of Minneapolis. 
I’m so glad my family moved there. I had terrific teachers and classmates.  
 

The atmosphere of my elementary school was one of a love of learning, and that’s 
no exaggeration. I knew my teachers loved knowledge and loved teaching, and 
many of my classmates came from families that valued a good education. I know 
my present-day love of learning came from those early influences. 
 

On the spiritual side, I was blessed by seeds that were planted early in my life. 
When I was young my family had the practice of daily devotions. We’d do 
them before going to bed. My mother subscribed to a monthly children’s          
devotional called “Bread for Children”. I can still see the back page which had 
four memory verses. One for each week of the month. It was then that I learned 
to memorize Bible verses. Someone also gave us a set of children’s missionary 
stories titled “Aunt Vera’s Bedtime Stories”. These stories opened me up to a 
world beyond the United States and taught me of God’s love for all people. 
 

My mother would also read to us various children’s books. I especially remember 
the books by Laura Ingalls Wilder about pioneer life in Wisconsin and Minnesota. 
My mother was also very strict about our TV watching. We were to only watch 
shows that promoted good values, which usually meant only “The Waltons” or 
“Little House on the Prairie”. 
 

On top of this, I would add the exposure to the Christian families at church. I 
was blessed with numerous people who were interested in me and expressed 
Christian love towards me. 
 

I can see now how truly blessed I was and am. We were by no means a wealthy 
family, but the seeds sown in those early years have certainly brought             
compounding returns, and I am who I am today because of where I began. 
 

All this to say, parents, grandparents, relatives, friends, teachers, neighbors, you 
all are an important influence on the children in your life! Make the most this 
time when they’re young! Plant good seeds in their hearts! 
 

May the beginning of a new school year prompt you to renew your commitment 
to give your kids a good education and also a good spiritual foundation. If you 
haven’t been doing so, consider a nightly devotion. I recommend “Little Visits 
with God” and “Little Visits with Jesus”. Make sure your kids are in Sunday 
School and church. Watch the things that influence them. 
 

I can testify that it’s worth all the hard work. As the proverb says, “Train up a 
child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from 
it” (Proverbs 22:6 ESV). 
 

Blessings for a new school year! 



at SALEM CHURCH 

THURSDAY NIGHT ONLINE BIBLE STUDY is held at 6:30pm on Thursdays.  
The study is over Sunday’s lectionary passage and is livestreamed at the link 
https://www.facebook.com/SalemChurchDarmstadt/.   
 
THE CHURCH COUNCIL will meet on Monday, August 9th at 6:00pm. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL, JR CHURCH, AND THE NURSERY will all begin on 
Sunday, August 15th.  Hope to see you there! 
 
CONFIRMATION KICK-OFF is Sunday, August 15th.  Confirmation classes 
will begin for 7th and 8th grade students.  Letters with more information and  
registration forms will be mailed to all 7th grade students shortly. 
 
THE MEN’S BIBLE STUDY & BREAKFAST will be at the church in the     
conference room at 8:00am on Saturday, August 21st.  Breakfast will be provided.  
The men will be continuing their study of the Holy Land Revealed. 
 
ECHO ARTICLES ARE DUE on Monday, August 23rd. 

 
11:30AM SERVICE UPDATE — The decision has been made 
to suspend the 11:30am contemporary service for the present 
time due to low attendance.  We encourage attendance at the 
10:00am service and will include contemporary songs in the    
special music from time to time. 

 
THERE WILL BE NO SENIOR CENTER IN AUGUST. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC is needed August 22nd and 29th.  You can sign up by calling 
812-867-3142, emailing salemdarmstadt@gmail.com, or you can sign up on the 
sheet outside the church office.  Thank you for sharing your talent! 
 

 
 

 

Sunday, September 19th will be the date of the Church Picnic!  
Come around 4:00pm, eat around 5:00pm.  Don’t forget to put it 
on your calendar! 
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THE WOMEN’S GUILD will not have a meeting 
in August. 
 
THE PRAYER GROUP is meeting at church in the 
conference room at 6:30pm on Wednesdays.  We 
will also continue the online option for those you 
can’t make it in person.  If you would like the link 
for the online option, please email Pastor David at 
salempastor@gmail.com. 
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An update on my time in Bee Creek (which 
is so pretty during rainy season). It was a 
really good trip. There were definitely sad, 
hard, frustrating, and stressful times too. 
There's a lot I still don't understand...like 
why I have to leave when God provided all 
these relationships and I've learned so much 
language and culture. But I've also seen 
God's faithfulness and provision so many 
times. I trust that he will work something 
good out of this, even if I never would have 
chosen it. 
 
Answered prayers/things I'm thankful for:  My first day in Bee Creek I got 
lunch with Nui. Khruu Jim called and was at my house to bring me mangos, so 
she came and joined us. We had a good conversation about God!  Friends 
like Bonus, Nui, and Khruu Sunee were incredibly kind and bought or helped 
me sell all the big things in my house and helped me figure out details of my 
car paperwork. And I was able to find happy homes for the little things too.  I'm 
thankful for the sweet friends God provided and the many ways He worked 
during my time in Bee Creek. While it's a huge loss and really sad to say 
goodbye and leave, I'm grateful I can keep in touch with people and hope to 
see a lot of these friends again. I got to see pretty much everyone in three 
short and very busy weeks! I got to spend a lot of time with Bonus. We went 
on bike rides and walks, had good conversations (including about why I'm 
leaving), baked, went out to eat, and visited her sisters. I spent my last night in 
Bee Creek at her house and she drove me to the airport. We had one really 
good conversation about Jesus/religion and there were several other              
opportunities for me to share about ways God has worked/provided in my life.  
I'm also grateful for all the logistics working out and some very specific        
answers to prayer that would take too long to tell here - covid tests and      
negative results going both ways within 72 hours of departure, lots of         
paperwork, and lots of work to sell my car and get my house emptied/packed. 
Just this week, due to more covid cases, Thailand has been locking down 
more, stopping domestic flights, interprovincial travel, and flights into Thailand, 
so I got in and out just in time!  
 
Thank you for your prayers and support and joining with me in what God's 
doing in Bee Creek and Isaan the past few years. I don't have words for how 
grateful I am. Please continue to pray for Isaan - that God would be glorified 
and his name praised there. He is worthy! That many Isaan would come know 
Jesus, especially Bonus and her family, Khruu Jim, and other friends. That 
there would be churches in Bee Creek.  
 
I'm back in the states now and praying about next steps. I'd appreciate prayer 
for wisdom and for God to clearly lead. There are lot of big details to work out 
like a car, where to live, a job, etc. 
 
Love, 
Danielle  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSalemChurchDarmstadt%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce8e2e10eed514748958a08d7c76b249e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637197136568786301&sdata=wVkVMn9DZvlJoCEnTOSfp5%2B03oN
mailto:salempastor@gmail.com
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USHERS  (8am and 10am) 
  
1—Team 9:  Susan English, Marva Meeks, Kimbra Parker, Sharon Krack, 
 Evelyn Zwahlen, Kristi Wilzbacher, and Jean Baresic 
 8am: Team 8—Scott and Brenda Jeffries 
 
 
8—Team 10:  Randy Freeman (Capt.), Steve Martin, Lloyd Sander, Mike 
 Thomas, Charlie English, Jerry Baack, Linda Baack, and Joyce  
 Freeman 
 8am: Team 9—Tim and Angie Pohl 
 
 

15—Team 11:  Brad Willner (Capt.), Collin Wilzbacher, Charles Farney, Sue 
 Peterson, Dan Alcorn, Alan Wilzbacher, and Stewart Hall  
 8am: Team 10—Fred and Becky Malotte 
 
 

22—Team 12:  David Rohner (Capt.), Eldon Scott, Margi Scott, Harold 
 Mann, Vanessa Akin, Marlin Kissel, and Dave Lundy 
 8am: Team 11—Steve and Pat Cato 
 
 

29—Team 13:  Wilbur Krohn, Kent Mann, Randy Kron, Rick Johnson, Dee 
 Ann Johnson, and Dennis Schuck  
 8am: Team 12—David and Paula Epperson 
 
 

The Nursery, Jr Church, and Sunday School are all starting on Sunday,       
August 15th.  Schedules were not available at the time of Echo printing 

but volunteers will be receiving schedules shortly.  

 
 

Ministry Schedules 

        FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 
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    Salem “Back to Choir” Meal 
 

          Wednesday, August 25th 
                        6:00pm 
            Salem Fellowship Hall 

 
Bring a casserole, salad, and/or dessert for the annual carry-in pot luck get 
together.  All choir members (previous, present, and new) and their families 

are invited. 
 

Come join the choir!  Come sing with us! 



   Page 5 Page 10 

Dear Friends at Salem, 
 
Thank you so much for your recent gift of 
$800.00.  Even though Weekday has 
faced many unknown challenges with this 
new school year, we know we’re not 
alone.  Even thru the challenges you may 
face in your own ministry, you   continue 
to support   Weekday, and we’re        
humbled by your faithful generosity.  We 
pray that God will continue to bless and 
protect you in the months ahead. 
 
Sincerest blessings, 
 

Daphne Owen, Development Specialist 
Weekday Christian Education 
 
 

Even though we have not been able to 
meet in person with the children since 
last March due to COVID restrictions, we 
have been working hard to create and      
produce meaningful video lessons for the 
children to receive in their homes.  This 
year 177 children are registered and are 
using high quality monthly video lessons 
followed up with a student Toolkit which 
includes items that support the video   

lesson.  The Toolkits include a curriculum booklet, crafts, coloring pages, snacks, 
etc., and is mailed to each home that receives the videos.  The children look     
forward to receiving their Toolkits each month, and we have had a great time   
producing the videos and coming up with creative ideas to include in the kits!  
Even though we realize that the number of children we are reaching this year is 
much lower than before, we are still very encouraged knowing that our Weekday 
lessons/Toolkits are being received in homes where the entire family can be     
involved.  We look forward to resuming our program as normal using our        
classroom trailers for in-person classes at each elementary school next year. 
 
It is a privilege and honor to minister to the precious children who attend our      
public schools!  Please continue to pray for our ministry.  Our goal is to help      
children experience the love of Jesus Christ with the hope and prayer that a        
life-long relationship with Him will continue to grow throughout their lives.  Thank 
you so much for your support.  We appreciate you very much! 
 
May God richly bless you. 
 
Ruth Yeager 
Weekday Christian Education Board Member 

 
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it.”  Proverbs 22:6 
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Donation Given in Memory of Dr. Emil Weber by:  
 
Marvin and Darlene Zwahlen  
 
 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Bert Neuber by:  
 
Ken and Roselyn Hansen   Darwin and Geraldine Martin 
Eldon and Margi Scott   Wilma Heilman 
Marie Snapp    Marlin and Agnes Kissel 
Richard and Susan Straub  Gary and Diane Wire 
Rhonda and Lee Slater   Becky Jones 
Helen Klueg    Marcia and Scott Mishler 
The Meeks Family   Lola Farney 
Al and Barb Nussmeier   Steve and Jean Baresic 
Gerald and Helen Akin   Joyce Wiles 
Ed and Judy Moll   William Akin 
Mary Farney    Jeff and Kathy Day 
Linda Rae Korff    Jim and Robin Schmidt 
Betty Krietemeyer   Mike and Linda Thomas 
Ken and Reta Glover   Elizabeth Krietemeyer 
Paul and Alison Seburg   Lillian Gerichs 
Linda Korff 
 
 

Donation Given in Memory of Beverly Deannie Schnapf 
by:  
 
Kirk and Kathy Mann 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS TO SALEM 
   

Thank you to everyone who donated toward our local veterans.  We collected a 
total of $1,000, so the American Legion and the VFW will both get $500.  Thank 
you for your generosity! 
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CHICKEN SUPPER ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Out of an abundance of caution this year, the Chicken Supper chairs have   
decided to make this year’s chicken supper carry-out only without dine-in, the 
country store, or the raffle.  We hope to have our dine-in and carry-out dinner 

next year around the same time.  We still have plenty of opportunities to        
volunteer your time and give monetary donations to this fundraiser.   

 

Thanks for your patience and giving of your time and resources.   
Robin and Elaine Daniels, Reed and Lori Schmitt 

 
NEW DATES FOR THE CHICKEN SUPPER SIGNS ARE AVAILABLE TO 
BE PICKED UP – If you have a yard sign from prior years, new date numbers 
and stickers showing carry out only are available to be picked up in the church 
Narthex and at the Fellowship Hall Entrance.   We also have signs available in the 
Fellowship Hall Entrance for those who don’t already have a yard sign. 
  
CHICKEN SUPPER FLYERS ARE AVAILABLE in the Narthex and            
Fellowship Hall entrance.  If you know of a spot where you can advertise the 
Chicken Supper, please pick one up and post it. 
  
CHICKEN SUPPER TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE now.  Please see Lori 
Schmitt (812-431-3300), Reed Schmitt (812-453-6028), or Elaine Daniels (812-
455-2605) to purchase tickets before the dinner.  Tickets will also be sold in the 
church office Monday-Thursday 8am-noon (please bring exact cash or a check 
made out to Salem Church of Darmstadt).  Tickets to the dinner make a great gift 
to say thank you to someone, get a new face to come to the dinner, or just invite 
your friends that might not come without enticing.  
  
MONETARY DONATIONS INSTEAD OF DESSERT DONATIONS FOR 
THE CHICKEN SUPPER – We are breaking tradition.  Since we are doing   
carry-out only, we are planning to make large cobblers only for dessert.  Instead 
of donating pies and cakes, we are asking for monetary donations to offset the 
costs of ingredients for the cobblers and the meal.  We really appreciate your gifts 
to our only fundraiser dinner this year.  You are welcome to put your donations in 
the offering plate marked with “CHICKEN SUPPER” or give online to special 
offering denoted as “CHICKEN SUPPER”.  
   

LOOKING FOR A JOB? – There is a list of work opportunities on the              
Fellowship Hall doors.  There are several different jobs available and several past 
jobs not needed since we will not have dine-in.  If you’d like to volunteer, please 
look for empty spaces & sign up.  Masks are optional per latest CDC guidelines.  
You can also contact one of the committee members — Lori Schmitt (812-431-
3300) or Elaine Daniels (812-455-2605).  This is a huge moneymaker for our 
church and we will still need many volunteers.  Thank you for your support! 
 

HELP NEEDED MAKING COBBLER - Join us on Friday afternoon, August 
27th from 1-4pm to make cobbler for the Chicken Supper in the kitchen.  You 
don’t have to be a master baker to join us.  There will be experts there to guide us 
through it.  If you have any questions, contact Elaine Daniels (812-455-2605). 
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Baptism of 
Madelyn Jane Welte 

on July 11th 
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Making and selling Salem German potato salad 
for the Vanderburgh County 4-H Fair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your $800.00 donation.  Your gift helps fight poverty and  
strengthen families in our community.  You are a part of our diverse group of 
volunteers, donors, clients, and staff working together to restore people from  
need to their potential in Christ. 
 

Thank you,   
Gina Gibson    
Executive Director 


